Calvary Church

A Reconciling Congregation

Sl

“Owe no one anything, except to love
one another, for the one who loves
one another has fulfilled the law.”

- Romans 13:8

September 6, 2026

15t Sunday after Pentecost



CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP

GATHERING

Gathering Song: “Flourishing (Psalm 119)" (Sandra
McCracken)

You are invited during the Gathering Song to still your mind,
your heart, your body, as we come together for worship.

Welcome & Announcements
e Visiting with us?

o We're glad you're here!l We strive to make our
worship space—in-person and virtual—as
welcoming and accommodating of different
needs as possible. If you have questions, concerns
or suggestions, please contact Pastor Tim.

e Fall Bible Study: The Psalms
o beginning week of Sep 20 (timing TBD)
o contact Pastor Tim if interested

e Story Circles: allmeansall.org/story-circles

o contact Amy to sign up, or with questions:
aemmettrardin@gmail.com

¢ Nursery volunteers needed

o active at Calvary for at least six months / updated
criminal record and child abuse clearances /
review of Calvary's Safe Sanctuaries policy

o contact Pastor Tim if interested, or with questions

¢ Previous sermons: allmeansall.org/sermons
¢ Previous bulletins: allmeansall.org/bulletins

Calendar
Wednesday, Sep ¢
¢ 10-11 am: Yoga (weekly)
o Chapel - 48" St entrance
o allmeansall.org/yoga
¢ 12-12:30 pm: Interfaith Prayer Vigil for Immigrant
Justice (weekly / New Sanctuary Movement)
o Philadelphia ICE Field Office / 114 N 8th St




Sunday, Sep 13
¢ 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship (Community Sunday)
o invite family and/or friends!
¢ 12:45-2 pm: 24 Sunday Potluck (monthly)
o allmeansall.org/2nd-sunday-potluck
o please bring a dish, drinks or dessert to share if
you can, but no worries if you can’t

Tuesday, Sep 15

¢ 3 pm: Finance Committee (bimonthly - 3rd Tue)

¢ 5:30 pm: Trustees (bimonthly - 2nd Tue / rescheduled)

o Calvary (Office)

Saturday, Sep 19, 2 pm: Calvary Seniors (monthly - timing
varies)

e lunch at Gold Standard Café / 48th & Baltimore

e contact Lorelle to RSVP: lorellehb@gmail.com

Sunday, Sep 20 (deadline to contribute to our next quilt!)
e 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship
o guest preacher: Rev. David Brown
¢ 2-4 pm: Resistance Quilting Group (additional dates
through mid-Oct)
o contact Brooke to sign up/confirm location, or
with questions: christensenvoice@gmail.com

Saturday, Sep 26, 10:30 am-6:30 pm: Fall Retreat (annual)
e INnnabah Camp & Retreat Center (Spring City)
e allmeansall.org/fall-retreat

Saturday, Oct 17, 9 am-12 pm: Pollinator Garden Planting
Day
e adllmeansall.org/garden
e contact Sparrow to sign up, or with questions:
sprrwfrancis@gmail.com

CENTERING & CONNECTING
Breathing Our Way In




Singing Our Way In: “Live in Charity (Ubi Caritas)” (TFWS
#2179, tune: Jacques Berthier / lyrics: from 1 Corinthians 13)
Live in charity and steadfast love,

live in charity, God will dwell with you.

Ubi caritas et amor,
ubi caritas, Deus ibi est.

Call to Worship (Craig Mitchell — adapted)

One: This is a thin place, where earth and heaven
embrace, where past interweaves with future, where
people gather expectantly.

ALL: This is a thin place,

One: where hopes are renewed, where faith is restored,
where peace is revived, where love is refreshed.

ALL: This is a thin place,

One: where fresh words are heard, deep wisdom
revealed, daring promises proclaimed.

ALL: This is a thin place,

One: where the God who shaped us,

ALL: the Christ who remakes us,

One: the Spirit who inspires us,

ALL: dwell among us, full of grace and truth.

One: God beyond us, God beside us, God within us,
ALL: may we be open to see and hear your grace and
truth revealed as we worship you this day. Allelvia!
Allelvia!l

Opening Song: “O Beauty Ever Ancient” (tune: Alfred V.
Fedak / lyrics: Shirley Erena Murray)

O Beauty ever ancient, O Beauty ever new,
divine and Holy Presence, my being sings to you,

in gratitude, in worship, my being sings to you!

O Beauty in Creation, in world of sound and sight,
O Beauty in the silence, in darkness as in light, (Refrain)



O Beauty that is movement in liquid line of grace,
O Beauty that is stillness in lovely form or face, (Refrain)

O Beauty of the Spirit where love is shining through,
O Beauty ever ancient, O Beauty ever new, (Refrain)

Passing the Peace

One: The peace of God be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

GROUNDING

Community Prayer (Ted Loder — adapted)

God, we have so few ways to pray, but you have so
many ways to answer. Keep us alert to your
unpredictable answers, to your unexplainable surprises.
And by your grace, make us among those surprises, for
the sake of the One who taught us the surprises of
moving mountains, healing touches, wondrous stories,
great banquets, first suppers, broken bread, crosses, and
resurrections. Amen.

Silent Prayer
Special Music

Scripture Lesson: Psalm 119:33-40

Teach me, O HOLY ONE, the way of your statutes, and |
will observe it to the end. 34 Give me understanding, that
| may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart.
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for |
delight in it. 36 Turn my heart to your decrees and not to
selfish gain; 37 be gracious to me according to your
word. 38 Confirm to your servant your promise, which is
for those who fear you. 39 Turn away the disgrace that |
dread, for your ordinances are good. 40 See, | have
longed for your precepts; in your righteousness be
gracious to me.



Choral Allelvia (UMH #186, Jerry Sinclair)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Scripture Lesson: Romans 13:8-10 (New Revised Standard
Version Updated Edition)

Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for
the one who loves another has fulfiled the law. 9 The
commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; you
shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,"
and any other commandment, are summed up in this
word, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 10 Love
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the
fulfilling of the law.

One: The word of God for the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God!

Choral Allelvia (Greg Scott)
Sing alleluia, sing alleluia, sing alleluia, alleluia. (repeat)

Lectio Divina: Romans 13:8-10 — Take 2 (New International
Version)

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing
debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not
commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” *You shall not
steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other
command there may be, are summed up in this one
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love
does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the
fulfilment of the law.

Silent Prayer & Reflection



Lectio Divina: Romans 13:8-10 — Take 3 (The Message)
Don't run up debts, except for the huge debt of love you
owe each other. When you love others, you complete
what the law has been after all along. 9 The law code—
don't sleep with another person’s spouse, don't take
someone’s life, don’t take what isn’t yours, don’t always
be wanting what you don't have, and any other “don’t”
you can think of—finally adds up to this: Love other
people as well as you do yourself. 10 You can't go wrong
when you love others. When you add up everything in
the law code, the sum total is love.

Silent Prayer & Reflection

Personal Reflection

e ‘Owing’ is a debt term. How does Paul’s description
of owing nothing to each other, except love, inform
your understanding of the commandment, "You shall
love your neighbor as yourself'e

e What does it mean to you to be forever indebted to
love your neighbor as yourself?

e Does reordering the commandment impact how it
lands for you: “You shall love yourself as your
neighbor”?

Song: “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us Here" (tune:
UMH #579, Henry Carey / lyrics: Brian Wren)

Great God, your love has called us here,

as we, by love, for love were made.

Your living likeness still we bear,

though marred, dishonored, disobeyed;

we come, with all our heart and mind,

your call to hear, your love to find.

We come with self-inflicted pains

of broken trust and chosen wrong,
half-free, half-bound by inner chains,
by social forces swept along,



by powers and systems close confined,
yet seeking hope for humankind.

Great God, in Christ you call our name,
and then receive us as your own;

not through some merit, right or claim,
but by your gracious love alone;

we strain to glimpse your mercy seat,
and find you kneeling at our feet.

Then take the towel, and break the bread,
and humble us, and call us friends;

suffer and serve ftill all are fed,

and show how grandly love intends,

to work till all Creation sings,

to fill all worlds, to crown all things.

Great God, in Christ you set us free
your life to live, your joy to share;
give us your Spirit's liberty

to turn from guilt and dull despair,
and offer all that faith can do,
while love is making all things new.

SHARING
Offering Our Gifts

allmeansall.org/time-talent / allmeansall.org/donate
for God loves a cheerful giver.”
- 2 Corinthians 9:7

“Each of you must give as O]
you have made up your mind, e
not regretfully or under compulsion, f%
OfE¥e

Previous giving (rounded)
e Aug 24-30: $1,254 / weekly budget: $1,663
e White Basket (UMCOR) total: $306

Prayers of the People
“Thanks be to God" / "God hears our prayer”



Communion / The Great Thanksgiving (Steve Garnaas-
Holmes — adapted)

One: God is with you.

ALL: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

ALL: We lift them up to God and to each other.

One: Let us give thanks to the Holy One, our God.
ALL: It is good and beautiful to give God our praise.

One: God, we give you thanks, for you create this world
as one living being, a community of life and beauty.
You set us free from what imprisons us. You make us a
community, siblings in your care, neighbors in your realm
of mercy. You give us freedom, and invite us to this table
as one, a community bound by love. Therefore with one
voice, with all Creation, we sing your praise and join the
unending hymn:

ALL SING (TFWS #2257-b, tune: Mark Miller / lyrics: The United
Methodist Hymnal — adapted):

Holy, holy, holy (One); God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest! (3x)

Blest is the one who comes in the name of (our God).
Hosanna in the highest! (3x)

One: Blessed are all who come in your name, and
blessed is Jesus, your Beloved. He loved and taught, he
healed the broken and lifted up the lowly. He
confronted divisions and gathered the outcast; he
created a community of freedom and love. Even when
we fell into conflict, even when we failed him, he
gathered us as a spiritual family, and invited us to eat
together. He gave us this meal as a sign of your
faithfulness and our unity in love, as a sign that whenever
and wherever we gather, you and he are among us.



On the night ... And so we remember. As often as we
break the bread and share the cup, we remember the
life of Jesus and all that we see of you and your love in
that life. We taste the same Spirit, feast on the same
promise, and renew our commitment to follow the same
path, proclaiming the mystery of our faith:

ALL SING (TFWS #2257-c, tune: Mark Miller / lyrics: The United
Methodist Hymnal):

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Hosanna in the highest! (3x)

One: God of love, pour out your Spirit on these gifts of
bread and cup, and on all of our bread and cups, that
they may be for us tangible symbols of Jesus’ body given
in love, for love. Pour out your Spirit on all of us gathered
here in person and virtually, that we may be for the
world your body, the Body of Christ—given in love, for
love. As one with you, with each other, and in ministry to
all the world, may we truly love each other as you have
loved us, and love our neighbors as ourselves.

ALL SING (TFWS #2257-d, tune: Mark Miller / lyrics: The United
Methodist Hymnal):

Amen. Amen. Amen.
Hosanna in the highest! (3x)

Sung Response: “Eat This Bread” (UMH #628, tune: Robert
Batastini & Taizé Community / lyrics: Jacques Berthier)

Eat this bread, drink this cup,
come to me and never be hungry.
Eat this bread, drink this cup,

trust in me and you will not thirst.

ENGAGING
Benediction



https://www.taize.fr/en_rubrique9.html

Singing Our Way Out: “Go Now in Peace” (UMH #6635,
Natalie Sleeth)

Go now in peace, go now in peace,

may the love of God surround you

everywhere, everywhere, you may go.

We acknowledge that Calvary is located on the
ancestral homelands of the Lenape people, whose
presence and resilience in Pennsylvania continues to this day.
We take this opportunity to honor the original caretakers
who lived and continue to live on and steward this land,
while recognizing the histories of land theft, violence, erasure
and oppression that have preceded our presence here.

Calvary United Methodist Church
celebrating 130 years at the intersection of
48t & Baltimore / spirituality & justice

801 S. 48t Street / Philadelphia, PA 19143
215.724.1702 / office@allmeansall.org / allmeansall.org

Staff
Rev. Tim Emmett-Rardin (he/him)
pastortim@allmeansall.org
(in case of a pastoral emergency: 215.370.7411)
Days of rest: Monday mornings, Fridays
Olivia Backal-Balik (they/them) — Accompanist
olivia@allmeansall.org
Lakeita Buckner (she/her) — Bookkeeper
finance@allmeansall.org

Lay Leadership
Beth Jemison, Kristine Morrow, Bethany Weed, Cord Whitaker —
Co-Lay Leaders
Lesley Curtis — Church Council Chair
Annie Haviland - Finance Committee Chair
Jennine Miller - Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair
Holly Chowning — Trustees Chair
For full leadership roster: allmeansall.org/leadership




