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“… so that they may take hold  
of the life that really is life.”  

                      -  1 Timothy 6:19b 



CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
Latinx Heritage Month 

 
GATHERING  
 

Prelude: “This Joy” (Resistance Revival Chorus)  
 

Welcome / Announcements 
 

• Lectionary Bible Study (virtual / weekly) 
o info at allmeansall.org/lectionary-bible-study 
o contact Pastor Tim if you’re interested 

• Adult Ed Book Study – Caste: The Origins of Our 
Discontents (virtual / weekly) 
o Mondays, Oct 3 - Nov 21, 7:30-8:30 pm (not Oct 31) 
o info at allmeansall.org/adult-ed 
o contact Pastor Tim if you’re interested 

• POWER Voting Is Imperative: Phone/Text Banking for 
Congregations 
o Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12-2 pm & 6:30-8:30 pm, until 

Nov 8 election 
• Worship volunteers: sign up at tinyurl.com/worship-help 

 

 Calendar 
  

 Today, 12:45-1:45 pm (following worship): Congregational  
  Meeting   

 Tuesday, Sep 27, 12-1 pm: Midweek Prayer  
• info at allmeansall.org/midweek-prayer 

 

 Sunday, Oct 2 
• 11:15 am-12:45 pm: Hybrid Worship, with Communion 

(World Communion Sunday) 
• 3 pm: Camphor Memorial UMC 100th Anniversary 

Concert 
o 5620 Wyalusing Ave 
o info/tickets at camphormemorial.org 

• 5 pm: Church Council 
  

  
 



 Sunday, Oct 9 
• 11:15 am-12:30 pm: Worship in the Park (no virtual option 

/ weather permitting)  
• 12:30-1:30 pm (following worship): BYO/Potluck Picnic 

(weather permitting) 
o Clark Park / 45th & Chester 
o info at allmeansall.org/park 

  

 

 Visiting With Us?  
 

 We’re glad you’re here, for whatever reason you chose  
 to join us! We invite you to fill out a Visitor Form at  
 allmeansall.org/visitors; for those worshiping in person,  
 someone will share a form with you during the service.  
 We strive to make our worship space (in person and  
 virtual) as welcoming and accommodating of different 
 needs as possible. If you have any concerns or questions  
 regarding accessibility, please contact Pastor Tim.  
  
Calvary Email List 
 

 If you’re not on the Calvary email list and want to be, or  
 think you are but aren’t seeing emails from us, please  
 contact the church office (office@allmeansall.org).  
 
CENTERING & CONNECTING 
 

Breathing Our Way In / Breath Prayer 
 

Singing Our Way In: “God Is Here Today (Dios Está Aquí)”   
 (TFWS #2049, trad. Mexican) 
  
 

 God is here today; as certain as the air I breathe, 
 as certain as the morning sun that rises, 
 as certain when I sing you’ll hear my song. 
 

Call to Worship (Mindi Welton-Mitchell, adapted)  
 

 One: God of the prophets, call to us today. 
 ALL: Call us into your ways of love, justice and  
  righteousness. 
  



 One: God of the poets, remind us again how much you  
  love us.  
 ALL: Sing to us your ways of love, justice and  
  righteousness. 
 One: God of the disciples, teach us how to follow you. 
 ALL: Teach us your ways of love, justice and  
  righteousness. 
 One: God of all creation, help us to know your ways. 
 ALL: We gather to hear your call, to sing your praise, to  
  teach each other, to pray, to worship, to live and love as  
  your people. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Opening Song: “O God, I Seek Your Grace” (tune: UMH  
 #557, Johann G. Nägeli / lyrics: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette)  
  

 O God, I seek your grace; 
 my soul is thirsting still 
 as in a dry and weary place 
 without a stream or well. 
 

 I come in praise and prayer,  
 beholding all your ways; 
 your steadfast love, beyond compare 
 is reason for my praise. 
 

 In you I will abide; 
 I lift my hands above! 
 My soul is richly satisfied 
 when feasting on your love.  
 

 With thanks my spirit sings 
 as I lie down and rest; 
 and in the shadow of your wings 
 I know that I am blessed. 
 

 The ones with evil plans 
 will lose, to their dismay; 
 I find my safety in your hands 
 and trust your holy way. 
 



Offering Ourselves & Our Gifts / Passing the Peace  
 One: The peace of God be with you.  
 ALL: And also with you.  
 
GROUNDING  
Community Prayer (Thom M. Shuman, adapted) 
 

 God of steadfast love, imagination of the ages: you offer  
 to all a world where all thirst is quenched, all the hungry   
 are fed, all strangers become family, all have enough.  
 

 Jesus, friend of the poor, brainstormer of the kindom: you  
 dare to envision a world where new life beckons around  
 every dark corner, where light continues to shine amidst  
 life’s shadows. Where hope meets those in despair,  
 peace meets those in conflict, joy meets those in  
 mourning, and where the broken are made whole.  
 

 Spirit of discernment, artist of our lives, continue to nurture  
 us with grace toward love more generous and life more  
 abundant. For ourselves, and for us all. Amen.  
 

Silent Prayer 
 

Special Music  
 

Scripture Lesson: 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19 
 

 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with  
 contentment; 7 for we brought nothing into the world, so  
 that we can take nothing out of it; 8 but if we have food  
 and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those  
 who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped  
 by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge  
 people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of  
 money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness  
 to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and  
 pierced themselves with many pains. 

  

 17 As for those who in the present age are rich,  
 command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes  



 on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly  
 provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They  
 are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and  
 ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves the  
 treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they  
 may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 

Choral Alleluia 
 

Scripture Lesson: Luke 16:19-31 
 

 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and  
 fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 
 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus,  
 covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger  
 with what fell from the rich man's table; even the dogs  
 would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and  
 was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The  
 rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where  
 he was being tormented, he looked up and saw  
 Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called  
 out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send  
 Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my  
 tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.' 
 

 25 But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your  
 lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like  
 manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and  
 you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us  
 a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might  
 want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one  
 can cross from there to us.' 27 He said, 'Then, father, I beg  
 you to send him to my father's house—28 for I have five  
 brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not  
 also come into this place of torment.' 29 Abraham  
 replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets; they should  
 listen to them.' 30 He said, 'No, father Abraham; but if  
 someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 



 31 He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the  
 prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone  
 rises from the dead.'" 
 

  One: The word of God for the people of God.  
  ALL: Thanks be to God! 
 

Choral Alleluia  
 

Sermon/Guided Meditation: “Taking Hold of Life”  
 

Song: “God Gives Us a Future” (tune: Greg Scott / lyrics:    
 Elizabeth J. Smith) 
 

 God gives us a future daring us to go 
 into dreams and dangers on a path unknown. 
 We will face tomorrow, in the Spirit’s power, 
 we will let God change us, for new life starts now. 
 

 We must leave behind us sins of yesterday, 
 for God’s new beginning is a better way. 
 Fear and doubt and habit must not hold us back: 
 God gives hope and insight, and the strength we lack. 
 

 Holy Spirit, teach us how to read the signs, 
 how to meet the challenge of our troubled times. 
 Love us into action, stir us into prayer,  
 till we choose God’s life, and find our future there. 
 
SHARING 
Prayers of the People / Joys & Concerns 
 “Thanks be to God” or “God, hear our prayer” 
 

Sung Response (tune: UMH #418, African American spiritual /  
 lyrics: John Pritchard) 
 

 Hold us, heal us, living Spirit; 
 every hurt, each joy—please hear it. 
 Pour your life and love into us;  
 make us yours, we pray.  
 



ENGAGING 
 

Closing Song: “Guide My Feet” (TFWS #2208, African American  
 spiritual)  

  
 

 Guide my feet while I run this race. (2x) 

 Guide my feet while I run this race, 
 for I don’t want to run this race in vain! 
 

 Hold my hand …  
 Stand by me … 
 I’m your child … 
 Search my heart … 
 Guide my feet … 
  

Benediction 
 

Singing Our Way Out: “Let the Church Say Amen” (Andraé   
 Crouch)  
 

 Let the church say, “Amen” (repeat) 

 God has spoken, let the church say, “Amen” 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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801 S. 48th Street / Philadelphia, PA 19143 
215.724.1702 / office@allmeansall.org / allmeansall.org  
Pastor Tim Emmett-Rardin: pastortim@allmeansall.org 

(in case of pastoral emergency: 215.370.7411) 	


