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“Transfiguration”	 

Jason 
 
 

September 18, 2022 
15th Sunday after Pentecost  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Is there no balm in Gilead?  
Is there no physician there?”  

                        -  Jeremiah 8:22a 



CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING  
 

Prelude: “Balm in Gilead” (African American spiritual, adapted  
 & performed by Melanie DeMore)  
 

Welcome / Announcements 
 

• Fall Retreat at Carson Simpson Farm (Hatboro) 
o Saturday, Oct 1, 9 am-4 pm 
o info and register at allmeansall.org/fall-retreat 

• Adult Ed Book Study – Caste: The Origins of Our 
Discontents (virtual / weekly) 
o Mondays, Oct 3 - Nov 21, 7:30-8:30 pm (not Oct 31) 
o info at allmeansall.org/adult-ed 

• POWER Voting Is Imperative: Phone/Text Banking for 
Congregations 
o Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12-2 pm & 6:30-8:30 pm, until 

Nov 8 election 
• New Sanctuary Movement – White People Practicing 

Racial Justice 
o they’re looking for participants from Calvary – 

contact Pastor Tim if interested or for details 
• Worship volunteers: sign up at tinyurl.com/worship-help 

 

 Calendar 
  

 Tuesday, Sep 20  
• 12-1 pm: Midweek Prayer  

o info at allmeansall.org/midweek-prayer 
• 7 pm: Finance Committee    

 Wednesday, Sep 21 
• 12-1 pm: Lectionary Bible Study 

o info at allmeansall.org/lectionary-bible-study 
o contact Pastor Tim to sign up or with any questions 

• 7-8:30 pm: POWER LIVE Free Town Hall – “Saving 
Democracy” Voting – Y Bother? 
o info at powerinterfaith.org/calendar 

 



 Sunday, Sep 25 
• 11:15 am-12:45 pm: Virtual Worship 

o virtual-only the LAST Sunday of every month 
• 12:45-1:45 pm (following worship): Congregational  

 Meeting 
o UMC disaffiliation process, Calvary building, etc. 

 

 Sunday, Oct 2, 3 pm: Camphor Memorial UMC 100th  
  Anniversary Concert 
• 5620 Wyalusing Ave 
• info/tickets at camphormemorial.org 

  

 

 Visiting With Us?  
 

 We’re glad you’re here, for whatever reason you chose  
 to join us! We invite you to fill out a Visitor Form at  
 allmeansall.org/visitors; for those worshiping in person,  
 someone will share a form with you during the service.  
 We strive to make our worship space (in person and  
 virtual) as welcoming and accommodating of different 
 needs as possible. If you have any concerns or questions  
 regarding accessibility, please contact Pastor Tim.  
  
 Calvary Email List 
 

 If you’re not on the Calvary email list and want to be, or  
 think you are but aren’t seeing emails from us, please  
 contact the church office (office@allmeansall.org).  
 
CENTERING & CONNECTING 
 

Breathing Our Way In / Breath Prayer 
 

Singing Our Way In: “Come, All You People (Uyai Mose)”   
 (TFWS #2274, Alexander Gondo) 
  
 

 U – ya - i   mo - se, ti – na – ma - te   Mwa - ri. (3x) 
 U – ya - i   mo - se   zvi - no.  
 

 Come, all you people, come and praise your Maker. (3x) 
 Come now and worship the Lord. 
 

 Come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit … 



Call to Worship (Katherine Hawker, adapted)  
 

 One: Come to hear the Word.  
 ALL: Come to do the Word. 
 One: Come to experience comfort. 
 ALL: Come to experience challenge. 
 One: Come to find cost. 
 ALL: Come to find joy. 
 One: Come to find wisdom.  
 ALL: Come to find courage. 
 One: Come to find humanity. 
 ALL: Come to find community. 
 One: Come to find church. 
 ALL: Come to find God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Opening Song: “God of Grace and God of Glory” (UMH  
 #577, tune: John Hughes / lyrics: Harry Emerson Fosdick, adapted)  
 

 God of grace and God of glory, 
 on (your) people pour (your) power; 
 crown (your) ancient church’s story; 
 bring her bud to glorious flower. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 
 

 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
 scorn (your) Christ, assail his ways! 
 Fears and doubts too long have bound us; 
 free our hearts to work and praise. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 for the living of these days, for the living of these days. 
 

 Cure (your) children’s warring madness, 
 bend our pride to (your) control; 
 shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
 rich in things and poor in soul. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 lest we miss (your kindom)’s goal,  
 lest we miss (your kindom’s) goal. 
 



 Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;  
 let the search for (your) salvation be our glory evermore.  
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
 serving (you) whom we adore,  
 serving (you) whom we adore. 
 

Offering Ourselves & Our Gifts / Passing the Peace  
 One: The peace of God be with you.  
 ALL: And also with you.  
 
GROUNDING  
Community Prayer (unknown) 
 

 Eternal God, we celebrate the new life you give us. We  
 have experienced broken lives made whole, old wounds  
 healed over and tired spirits rejuvenated. With gratitude  
 we embrace the purpose and possibilities you have  
 placed before us. Help us to move joyfully into a future  
 that more fully points to your love and justice. Amen. 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

Special Music  
 

Scripture Lesson: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
 

 My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. 19 Hark,  
 the cry of my poor people from far and wide in the land:  
 "Is the LORD not in Zion? Is her King not in her?" ("Why  
 have they provoked me to anger with their images, with  
 their foreign idols?") 20 "The harvest is past, the summer is  
 ended, and we are not saved." 21 For the hurt of my poor   
 people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of  
 me. 22 Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician  
 there? Why then has the health of my poor people not  
 been restored?  
 

 9:1 O that my head were a spring of water, and my eyes  
 a fountain of tears, so that I might weep day and night  
 for the slain of my poor people! 



Choral Alleluia 
 

Scripture Lesson: Luke 16:1-13 
 

 Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man  
 who had a manager, and charges were brought to him  
 that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he  
 summoned him and said to him, 'What is this that I hear  
 about you? Give me an accounting of your  
 management, because you cannot be my manager any  
 longer.' 3 Then the manager said to himself, 'What will I  
 do, now that my master is taking the position away from  
 me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed  
 to beg. 4 I have decided what to do so that, when I am  
 dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into  
 their homes.' 
 

 5 So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he  
 asked the first, 'How much do you owe my master?' 6 He  
 answered, 'A hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said to him,  
 'Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.' 7 Then  
 he asked another, 'And how much do you owe?' He  
 replied, 'A hundred containers of wheat.' He said to him,  
 'Take your bill and make it eighty.' 8 And his master  
 commended the dishonest manager because he had  
 acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more  
 shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the 
 children of light. 9 And I tell you, make friends for  
 yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is  
 gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 
 

 10 "Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in  
 much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest  
 also in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful with  
 the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true  
 riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful with what  
 belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 
 13 No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either  
 hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the  



 one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and  
 wealth." 
 

  One: The word of God for the people of God.  
  ALL: Thanks be to God! 
 

Choral Alleluia  
 

Sermon: “Be the Balm”  
 

Song: “God of Jeremiah” (tune: TFWS #2130, trad. Scottish /   
 lyrics: Brian Wren) 
 

 God of Jeremiah, grieving with an aching heart 
 for an empire, unbelieving as it falls apart,   
 when your thunder goes unheard,  
 we will tend the prophet's word         
 and in season, out of season, we will sing your song.   
 

 When our wound is left to fester,  
 though the pain goes deep,  
 when we've sown a hundred whirlwinds,  
 but have yet to reap, when the platitudes of peace  
 only make our fears increase,        
 with a poem and a story we will sing your song.   
 

 When the palace looks at poverty with scornful eyes,   
 when the scroll of truth is shredded by a leader's lies,  
 when the glory of the cross is a propaganda gloss,        
 in the square and in the senate we will sing your song.  
 

 We will break the jar of plenty by the gates of gold,  
 we will buy a field of promise when the farm is sold,  
 at the ending of the dream, in the death of false esteem,          
 at the bank and in the market we will sing your song.   
 We will praise the grainy granite of the Law's demands,   
 and the Life-creating, Lover-God with wounded hands;   
 we will spin your storyline to an empire in decline,         
 and in exile or in honor we will sing your song. 
 
 



SHARING 
Prayers of the People / Joys & Concerns 
 “Thanks be to God” or “God, hear our prayer” 
 

Sung Response (tune: UMH #418, African American spiritual /  
 lyrics: John Pritchard) 
 

 Hold us, heal us, living Spirit; 
 every hurt, each joy—please hear it. 
 Pour your life and love into us;  
 make us yours, we pray.  
 
ENGAGING 
 

Closing Song: “The Trees of the Field” (TFWS #2279, tune:  
 Stuart Dauermann / lyrics: Steffi Geiser Ruben)  
 
 

 You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace; 
 the mountains and the hills will break forth before you;  
 there’ll be shouts of joy, and all the trees of the field, 
 will clap, will clap their hands. 
 

 And all the trees of the field will clap their hands, (clap 2x) 
 the trees of the field will clap their hands, (clap 2x) 
 the trees of the field will clap their hands (clap 2x) 

 while you go out with joy. 
  

Benediction 
 

Singing Our Way Out: “Let the Church Say Amen” (Andraé   
 Crouch)  
 

 Let the church say, “Amen” (repeat) 

 God has spoken, let the church say, “Amen” 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

Calvary United Methodist Church 
at the intersection of 48th & Baltimore / spirituality & justice 

 

801 S. 48th Street / Philadelphia, PA 19143 
215.724.1702 / office@allmeansall.org / allmeansall.org  
Pastor Tim Emmett-Rardin: pastortim@allmeansall.org 

(in case of pastoral emergency: 215.370.7411) 	


