
 
Calvary 

United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
September 12, 2021 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
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“If any want to become my followers,  
let them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me.” 
                                             -  Mark 8:34 

 



CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING  
 

Prelude: “Beautiful Day” (U2)  
 

Welcome 
 

Homecoming / Honoring Our Gathering Ground  
 

Announcements 
 

Announcements  
• Calvary’s Covid-19 protocols: allmeansall.org/covid 
• donate to building campaign: tinyurl.com/CCCCPhilly 

 

Calendar 
Today, 2-3 pm: #HeartheCall to Climate Action 
• 20th & Market; info at bit.ly/3kp3Y4G 

 

Tuesday, Sep 14, 12-12:30 pm: Midweek Prayer  
• info at allmeansall.org/faith-spirituality 

 

Saturday, Sep 18 
• 5 pm: Philadelphia Rally for All 11 Million 
o  LOVE Park 

• 7-8:30 pm: Singing a New Song 
o info at allmeansall.org/new-song 

 

Monday, Sep 20, 5:30-7:30 pm: Peace on the Streets 
• info at peacedayphilly.org/events 

 

Saturday, Oct 16, 3 pm: Songs of Justice and Freedom  
• Swarthmore UMC; more details coming soon 

 

Saturday, Oct 23, 4 pm: Charge Conference 
 

Friday, Nov 12 – Saturday, Nov 13/Sunday, Nov 14:   
 Calvary Fall Retreat (adults only) 
 

Calvary Email List 
If you’re not on the Calvary email list and want to be, or 
think you are but aren’t seeing emails from us, please 
contact the church office (office@allmeansall.org).  
 



Singing Our Way In: “Come, All You People (Uyai Mose)”       
                                                                                  (TFWS #2274) 
  

 U – ya - i   mo - se, ti – na – ma - te   Mwa - ri. (3x) 
 U – ya - i   mo - se   zvi - no.  
 

 Come, all you people, come and praise your Maker. (3x) 
 Come now and worship the Lord. 
 

 Come, all you people, come and praise the Spirit . . .  
 

Invitation to Holy Presence / Breath Prayer 
 

Call to Worship (Psalm 19 / Iona Community, adapted)  
 

 ALL: The heavens proclaim your glory, O God, and the  
  firmament shows forth the work of your hands.  
 Voice 1: Day carries the news to day and night brings the   
  message to night. 
 Voice 2: No speech, no word, no voice is heard; 
 Voice 1: yet their news goes forth through all the earth,  
  their words to the farthest bounds of the world. There you  
  pitched a tent for the sun;  
 Voice 2: It comes forth like a bridegroom from his tent, like   
  a champion eager to run the race.  
 ALL: The heavens proclaim your glory, O God, and the  
  firmament shows forth the work of your hands. 
 Voice 1: At the end of the sky is the rising of the sun; the  
  boundary of the sky is its course. There is nothing hidden  
  from its scorching heat. 
 Voice 2: Your law, Yahweh, is perfect, it refreshes the soul.  
  Your rule is to be trusted, it gives wisdom to the simple. 
 Voice 1: Your precepts, Yahweh, are right, they gladden  
  the heart. Your command is clear, it gives light to the  
  eyes. 
 Voice 2: Fear of you, Yahweh, is holy, abiding forever.  
  Your decrees are faithful, and all of them just. 
 Voice 1: They are more desirable than gold, than the  
  purest of gold, and sweeter than honey are they, than  
  honey oozing from the comb.  



 Voice 2: So in them your servant finds instruction; in  
  keeping them is great reward. 
 ALL: Let the words of our mouths and the meditations of  
  our hearts be acceptable to you, O LORD, our rock and   
  our redeemer. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Opening Hymn: “God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale”  
                                                                                           (UMH #122) 
 God of the sparrow 
 God of the whale 
 God of the swirling stars 
 How does the creature say Awe 
 How does the creature say Praise 
 

 God of the earthquake 
 God of the storm 
 God of the trumpet blast 
 How does the creature cry Woe 
 How does the creature cry Save 
 

 God of the rainbow 
 God of the cross 
 God of the empty grave 
 How does the creature say Grace 
 How does the creature say Thanks 
 

 God of the hungry 
 God of the sick 
 God of the prodigal 
 How does the creature say Care 
 How does the creature say Life 
 

 God of the neighbor 
 God of the foe 
 God of the pruning hook 
 How does the creature say Love 
 How does the creature say Peace 
 

 God of the ages 
 God near at hand 



 God of the loving heart 
 How do your children say Joy 
 How do your children say Home 
  

Passing the Peace   

  

 One: The peace of God be with you. 
 ALL: And also with you. 
 
CENTERING  
 

Community Prayer (Ted Loder, adapted) 
  

 O Eternal One, it would be easier for us to pray if we  
 were clear and of single minds and pure hearts; if we  
 could be done hiding from ourselves and from you, even  
 in our prayers. But, we are who we are, mixture of motives  
 and excuses, blur of memories, quiver of hopes, knots of  
 fear, tangles of confusion, and restless with love, for love. 
 

 We wander somewhere between gratitude and  
 grievance, wonder and routine, high resolve and undone  
 dreams, generous impulses and unpaid bills. 
 

 Come, find us, Lord. Be with us exactly as we are. Help us  
 find ourselves. Help us accept what we are, so we can  
 begin to be yours. Make of us something small enough to  
 snuggle, young enough to question, simple enough to  
 giggle, old enough to forget, foolish enough to act for  
 peace and justice. Make us skeptical enough to doubt  
 the sufficiency of anything but you, and attentive  
 enough to listen as you call us out of the tomb of our  
 timidity, into the chancy glory of our possibilities and the  
 power of your presence. Amen.   
 

Silent Prayer 
 

Special Music (Calvary Choir)  
 

Scripture Lesson: Proverbs 1:20-33 
 

 Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her  
 voice. 21 At the busiest corner she cries out; at the  



 entrance of the city gates she speaks: 22 "How long, O  
 simple ones, will you love being simple? How long will  
 scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate  
 knowledge? 23 Give heed to my reproof; I will pour out  
 my thoughts to you; I will make my words known to you. 
 24 Because I have called and you refused, have  
 stretched out my hand and no one heeded, 25 and  
 because you have ignored all my counsel and would  
 have none of my reproof, 26 I also will laugh at your  
 calamity; I will mock when panic strikes you, 27 when  
 panic strikes you like a storm, and your calamity comes  
 like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon  
 you. 
 

 28 Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they  
 will seek me diligently, but will not find me. 29 Because  
 they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of  
 the LORD, 30 would have none of my counsel, and  
 despised all my reproof, 31 therefore they shall eat the  
 fruit of their way and be sated with their own devices. 
 32 For waywardness kills the simple, and the  
 complacency of fools destroys them; 33 but those who  
 listen to me will be secure and will live at ease, without  
 dread of disaster." 
 

Choral Alleluia 
 

Scripture Lesson: Mark 8:27-37 
 

 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of  
 Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples,  
 "Who do people say that I am?" 28 And they answered  
 him, "John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others,  
 one of the prophets." 29 He asked them, "But who do you  
 say that I am?" Peter answered him, "You are the  
 Messiah." 30 And he sternly ordered them not to tell  
 anyone about him. 31 Then he began to teach them that  
 the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be  
 rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,  



 and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said  
 all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began  
 to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples,  
 he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For  
 you are setting your mind not on divine things but on  
 human things." 
 

 34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to  
 them, "If any want to become my followers, let them  
 deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 
 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and  
 those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of  
 the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to  
 gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed,  
 what can they give in return for their life?  
 

 One: The word of God for the people of God.  
 ALL: Thanks be to God! 
 

Choral Alleluia 
 

Sermon: “Forget Your Life” 
 

Hymn of Response: “The Summons” (TFWS #2130) 
 

 Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know  
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown,  
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown in you 
 and you in me? 
 

 Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, 
 should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer prayer in you  
 and you in me? 
 



 Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, 
 and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean in you 
 and you in me? 
 

 Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell that fear inside and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found 
 to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound in you, 
 and you in me? 
 

 Lord, your summons echoes true 
 when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
 In your company I'll go 
 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow in you, 
 and you in me. 
 
SHARING 
 

Offering our Tithes and Gifts / Offertory 
 

Prayers of the People / Joys and Concerns   

 “Thanks be to God” or “God, hear our prayer” 
 

Prayer Response (tune: UMH #294 / lyrics: John Pritchard) 
    

 O Wind and Fire, O Rock and Vine,  
 O Voice so still and small,  
 we bring our lives, our hopes and fears 
 to you who embraces all.  
 

Closing Hymn: “This Little Light of Mine”  
                                                         (UMH #585, with additional lyrics) 
 

 This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (3x) 
 Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 



 Everywhere I go . . .  
 All through the night . . .  
 All around West Philly . . .  
 This little light of mine . . .  
  
Communion / Great Thanksgiving (John Pritchard)  
  

 One: God is with you. 
 ALL: And also with you. 
 One: Open your hearts. 
 ALL: We open them to God and to each other. 
 One: Let us give thanks. 
 ALL: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 One: Blessed are you, O God of the universe, maker 
  of all that is, of swirling galaxies and pulsing stars, of  
  churning seas and windswept fields, of lichen and fungus  
  and flowering shrub, of manatee and hummingbird 
  and rhino and sheep, of sun and rain, of grain and  
  grape, of us, human us. Blessed are you, O God of the  
  universe, giver of paths to you, of covenant, of bread  
  and cup, of love and justice and joy shared. We praise  
  your name, with all that lives, sharing their unending  
  hymn: 
 

 ALL SING (TFWS #2257-b)  
   

  Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of power and might.  
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest! (3x)  
  Blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
  Hosanna in the highest! (3x) 
 

 One: Blessed are you, O God of the universe, maker of  
  flesh and blood, Spirit who inhabits them, animates them,  
  stirs them toward life. Blessed are those in whom we see  
  you, like Jesus of Nazareth, who healed the broken,  
  welcomed the excluded, and loved even his enemies.  
  He shared stories and his table and summoned others to  
  share the gift of life. 



 ALL: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God compassionate and  
  creative. Blessed are all who embody your presence. 
 One: Blessed are you, O God of the universe, present on  
  Jesus’s final night with his friends, when he said goodbye  
  by sharing a meal, during which he took bread, broke it,  
  and said, “This is my body, given for you.” When the  
  meal finished, he took the cup, blessed it, and gave it to  
  them, saying, “This is the cup of God’s covenant. Do this  
  in remembrance of me.” So we continue to share the  
  bread and cup, remembering the life of Jesus and all  
  that we see of you in that life, even as we name  
  together the mystery of faith:  
  

 ALL SING (TFWS #2257-c)  
   

  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  
  Hosanna in the highest! (3x) 
  

 One: Blessed are you, O God of the universe, source of all 
  relationship, thread that weaves all together, Spirit that 
  dances in the between—between yesterday and  
  tomorrow, between here and there, between us all.  
  Blessed are you, O God of the universe, who fills this time  
  when we are together and fills this meal we share, even  
  from a distance. By your presence, bless this sharing that  
  we may each know your presence among us, your life  
  filling us, your love holding and calling us to joy. Blessed  
  are you, O God of the universe, maker of the grain of the  
  field, the fruit of the vine, the grain of the field, the table,  
  the circle, that brings us together and the Spirit we share. 
 ALL: By your Spirit, make us one, one in hope, one in love, 
  one with you in the work of mending the world, one   
  together in unending praise:  
 

 ALL SING (TFWS #2257-d)  
   

  Amen. Amen. Amen.  
  Hosanna in the highest! (3x) 
 



 Sung Response: “Let Us Break Bread Together” (UMH #618) 
 

  Let us break bread together on our knees. (repeat) 
  When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 
 O, Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

 Let us drink wine together on our knees . . .  
 Let us praise God together on our knees . . . 
 
ENGAGING 
 

Benediction 
 

Singing Our Way Out: “Go Now in Peace” (UMH #665) 
 

 Go now in peace, go now in peace,  
 may the love of God surround you, 
everywhere, everywhere, you may go.  

 
 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
 

Calvary United Methodist Church 
at the corner of 48th & Baltimore  

at the corner of spirituality & justice 
 

801 South 48th Street / Philadelphia, PA 19143 
215.724.1702 / office@allmeansall.org  

Pastor Tim Emmett-Rardin (pastortim@allmeansall.org) 
allmeansall.org 

 
 
 
 

 


