Calvary Church

A Reconciling Congregation

“God said to Moses,
‘I AM WHO | AM.””
- Exodus 3:14a

August 30, 2026

14th Sunday after Pentecost



CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
Black August

GATHERING
Gathering Song: “Shine” (Dolly Parton)

You are invited during the Gathering Song to still your mind,
your heart, your body, as we come together for worship.

Welcome & Announcements
e Visiting with us?

o We're glad you're here!l We strive to make our
worship space—in-person and virtual—as
welcoming and accommodating of different
needs as possible. If you have questions, concerns
or suggestions, please contact Pastor Tim.

e Welcome back to our guest accompanist: Leo Le San
e White Basket offering through August: UMCOR
e Fall Bible Study: The Psalms
o beginning week of Sep 20 (timing TBD)
o contact Pastor Tim if interested
e Story Circles: allmeansall.org/story-circles

o contact Amy to sign up, or with questions:
aemmettrardin@gmail.com

¢ Nursery volunteers needed

o active at Calvary for at least six months / updated
criminal record and child abuse clearances /
review of Calvary’s Safe Sanctuaries policy

o contact Pastor Tim if interested, or with questions

e Resistance Quilting: allmeansall.org/quilting

o deadline to conftribute to our next quilt: Sep 20

¢ Previous sermons: allmeansall.org/sermons
¢ Previous bulletins: allmeansall.org/bulletins

Calendar

Monday, Aug 31, 6:15-7:15 pm: YOQga (weekly)
e Chapel — 48t St entrance
e allmeansall.org/yoga




Wednesday, Sep 2
¢ 10-11 am: Yoga (weekly) — see Aug 31 for details
¢ 12-12:30 pm: Interfaith Prayer Vigil for Immigrant
Justice (weekly / New Sanctuary Movement)
o Philadelphia ICE Field Office / 114 N 8th St
e 7-8ish pm: Spirituality on Tap (monthly - 1st Wed)
o Dahlak / 4708 Baltimore Ave
o allmeansall.org/spirituality-on-tap

Thursday, Sep 3, 5-8 pm: Baltimore Avenue Dollar Stroll
e contact Pastor Tim if you can help staff our table
Sunday, Sep 6, 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship
(Communion)
Sunday, Sep 13
e 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship (Community Sunday)
o invite friends and family!
¢ 12:45-2 pm: 2"d Sunday Potluck (monthly)
o allmeansall.org/2nd-sunday-potluck

Tuesday, Sep 15

e 3 pm: Finance Committee (bimonthly - 3rd Tue)

¢ 5:30 pm: Trustees (bimonthly - 2nd Tue / rescheduled)

o Calvary (Office)

Saturday, Sep 19, 2 pm: Calvary Seniors (monthly - timing
varies)

e lunch at Gold Standard Café / 48th & Baltimore

e contact Lorelle to RSVP: lorellehb@gmail.com

Sunday, Sep 20
e 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship
o guest preacher: Rev. David Brown
¢ 2-4 pm: Resistance Quilting Group (additional dates
through mid-Oct)
o contact Brooke to sign up/confirm location, or
with questions: christensenvoice@gmail.com
Saturday, Sep 26, 10:30 am-6:30 pm: Fall Retreat (annual)
e INnnabah Camp & Retfreat Center (Spring City)
e allmeansall.org/fall-retreat




CENTERING & CONNECTING
Breathing Our Way In

Singing Our Way In: “Breathing In, Breathing Out” (tune:
Betsy Rose / lyrics: Thich Nhat Hanh)

Breathing in, breathing out (2x)

| am blooming as a flower, | am fresh as the dew

| am solid as a mountain, | am firm as the earth

| am free

Breathing in, breathing out (2x)

| am water, reflecting what is real, what is tfrue
And | feel there is space, deep inside of me

| am free (3x)

Call to Worship (Long Green Valley Church of the Brethren,
based on Exodus 3:5 — adapted)

One: Come take off your shoes;

ALL: for we are standing on holy ground.

One: Come and learn to love the God who is Love itself,
with all that you are;

ALL: for we are standing on holy ground.

One: Come and learn to love your neighbors—even your
enemies—as you love yourselves;

ALL: for we are standing on holy ground.

One: Come and learn to love the whole of Creation;
ALL: for we are standing on holy ground.

One: Come and learn to love as God does, embracing
all life as sacred;

ALL: for we are all standing on holy ground.

One: Come now and worship with thanks and praise to
the Holy One.

ALL: Allelvia! Allelvia!



Opening Song: “God of Many Names” (UMH #105, tune:
William P. Rowan / lyrics: Brian Wren)

God of many names, gathered into One,

in your glory come and meet us,

moving, endlessly becoming;

God of hovering wings, womb and birth of time,
joyfully we sing your praises,

breath of life in every people,

Hush, hush, hallelujah, hallelujah!
Shout, shout, hallelujah, hallelujah!
Sing, sing, hallelujah, hallelujah!
Sing God is love, God is love!

God of Jewish faith, exodus and law,
in your glory come and meet us,

joy of Miriam and Moses;

God of Jesus Christ, rabbi of the poor,
joyfully we sing your praises,

crucified, alive forever, (Refrain)

God of wounded hands, web and loom of love,
in your glory come and meet us,

carpenter of new creation;

God of many names, gathering into One,
joyfully we sing your praises,

moving, endlessly becoming, (Refrain)

Passing the Peace

One: The peace of God be with you.
ALL: And also with you.



GROUNDING

Community Prayer (Steve Garnaas-Holmes — adapted)
Loving God, Voice of Life, you call to us. You appear to
us in many ways—in burning bushes and in subtle hints;
through silence and prayer, word and song, dreams and
visions; in and through the gift of Creation, in and through
each other. By your Spirit in us, open our eyes to see and
notice. Open our ears to hear and understand. Open our
hearts to follow the path of love and liberation you've set
before us, made known in Jesus. Amen.

Silent Prayer
Special Music: “Lux in Tenebiris” (Leonardo Le San)

Scripture Lesson: Exodus 3:1-15

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro,
the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the
wilderness and came to mount Horeb, the mountain of
God. 2 There the angel of the HOLY ONE appeared to
him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the
bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses
said, "I must turn aside and look at this great sight and see
why the bush is not burned up." 4 When the HOLY ONE
saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him
out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here | am."
5 Then God said, "Come no closer! Remove the sandals
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is
holy ground." § God said further, "l am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid
to look at God.

7 Then the HOLY ONE said, "l have observed the misery of
my people who are in Egypt; | have heard their cry on
account of their taskmasters. Indeed, | know their
sufferings, 8 and | have come down to deliver them from
the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a



good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; | have
also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Now go, |
am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt."

11 But Moses said to God, "Who am | that | should go to
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypte" 12 God
said, "l will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you
that it is | who sent you: when you have brought the
people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this
mountain." 13 But Moses said to God, "If | come to the
Israelites and say to them, The God of your ancestors has
sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is God’s name?'
what shall | say to them<" 14 God said to Moses, "| AM
WHO | AM." God said further, "Thus you shall say to the
Israelites, '| AM has sent me to you." 15 God also said to
Moses, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'The HOLY ONE,
the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to
you': This is my name forever, and this my title for all
generations.”

Choral Allelvia (UMH #186, Jerry Sinclair)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Scripture Lesson: Romans 12:9-18

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is
good; 10 love one another with mutual affection; outdo
one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be
ardent in spirit; serve God. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient
in afflictions, persevere in prayer. 13 Conftribute to the
needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers. 14 Bless
those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.



15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who
weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be
arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be
wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil,
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it
is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably
with all.

One: The word of God for the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God!

Choral Allelvia (Greg Scott)
Sing alleluia, sing alleluia, sing alleluia, alleluia. (repeat)

Sermon: “As God Is, So We Are”

Song: “Our Hearts Proclaim a Living God” (tune: UMH #203,
from Gesangbuch der Herzogl — public domain, adap. and
harm. by W.H. Monk / lyrics: Hannah C. Brown)

Our hearts proclaim a living God

so fierce and full and free.

She shines like dawn on all that's past.

She'll be who She will be.

She leads us out on winding paths

with signs of cloud and flame,

inviting us to dare to dream

of futures we could claim.

Our living God is bold and brash
prepared to intercede.

She'll picket, protest and dissent
each act of fear and greed.
She organizes wealth and will

to redistribute might,

and thrills with elemental joy

at wrongs at last made right.



Our living God is on the move,
unbound by pow'r or place.

She cannot be confined by creeds
or consecrated space.

She undermines supremacies,

turns guns to garden tools,
releases us from cruel desires,

and breaks destructive rules.

Come, children of the living God,
remember whose you are.

Praise She who is and who will be,
our rock, our wind, our star.

Rely upon her faithfulness
through wilderness and doubt,
and risk her liberating fire.

Take heart and venture out!

SHARING
Offering Our Gifts
allmeansall.org/time-talent /_ allmeansall.org/donate
“Each of you must give as [=]}
you have made up your mind, -
not regretfully or under compulsion,

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
- 2 Corinthians 9:7

Previous giving (rounded)
e Aug 17-23: $1578 / weekly budget: $1,663
e White Basket (UMCOR), to date: $263

Fai

Ok

Prayers of the People
“Thanks be to God" / "God hears our prayer”



ENGAGING

Closing Song: “Guide My Feet” (TFWS #2208, African
American spiritual)

Guide my feet while | run this race. (2x)

Guide my feet while | run this race,

for I don't want to run this race in vain! (race in vain)
Hold my hand ...

Stand by me ...
I'm your child ...
Search my heart ...

Benediction

Singing Our Way Out: “Pool of Love” (Alexa Sunshine
Rose, Murray Kyle)

May the pool of love we have gathered here
Spread its wings and fly far and near

From the depths of our hearts to the farthest star
May our love bless everyone

We acknowledge that Calvary is located on the
ancestral homelands of the Lenape people, whose
presence and resilience in Pennsylvania continues to this day.
We take this opportunity to honor the original caretakers
who lived and continue to live on and steward this land,
while recognizing the histories of land theft, violence, erasure
and oppression that have preceded our presence here.

Calvary United Methodist Church

celebrating 130 years at the intersection of
48t & Baltimore / spirituality & justice

801 S. 48t Street / Philadelphia, PA 19143
215.724.1702 / office@allmeansall.org / allmeansall.org




Staff
Rev. Tim Emmett-Rardin (he/him)
pastortim@allmeansall.org
(in case of a pastoral emergency: 215.370.7411)
Days of rest: Monday mornings, Fridays

Olivia Backal-Balik (they/them) — Accompanist
olivia@allmeansall.org

Lakeita Buckner (she/her) — Bookkeeper
finance@allmeansall.org

Lay Leadership
Beth Jemison, Kristine Morrow,
Bethany Weed, Cord Whitaker — Co-Lay Leaders
Lesley Curtis — Church Council Chair
Annie Haviland - Finance Committee Chair
Jennine Miller - Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair
Holly Chowning — Trustees Chair

For full leadership roster: allmeansall.org/leadership




