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“But the midwives feared God;  
they did not do as the king of 
Egypt commanded them …” 

                               - Exodus 1:17a 



CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
Black August 

 

GATHERING 
 

Gathering Song: “Hey World” (Michael Franti & Spearhead) 
  

You are invited during the Gathering Song to still your hearts,  

your minds, your bodies, as we come together for worship. 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

• Visiting with us?  

o We’re glad you’re We’re glad you’re here! We 

strive to make our worship space—in-person and 

virtual—as welcoming and accommodating of 

different needs as possible. If you have questions, 

concerns or suggestions, please contact Pastor Tim. 

• Nursery volunteers needed 

o requirements: active at Calvary for at least six 

months / updated criminal record and child abuse 

clearances / review of Calvary’s Safe Sanctuaries 

policy 

o contact Pastor Tim if interested, or with any 

questions 

• Resistance Quilting: allmeansall.org/quilting 

o deadline to contribute to our next quilt: Sep 20 

• White Basket offering through August: United Methodist 

Committee on Relief (earthquake recovery in 

Venezuela & Columbia) 

o allmeansall.org/donate (select UMCOR) 

• Fall Retreat: Saturday, Sep 26 / Spring Retreat: 

Saturday, May 22, 2027 (w/ overnight options)  

o allmeansall.org/retreats 

• Previous sermons: allmeansall.org/sermons 

• Previous bulletins: allmeansall.org/bulletins 
  

  

 

 



Calendar 
 

 Monday, Aug 24, 6:15-7:15 pm: Yoga (weekly) 

• Chapel – 48th St entrance 

• allmeansall.org/yoga 
 

 Tuesday, Aug 25, 7 pm: Church Council (bimonthly – 3rd  

  Tuesdays / rescheduled)  
 

 Wednesday, Aug 26 

• 10-11 am: Yoga (weekly) – see Aug 24 for details 

• 12-12:30 pm: Interfaith Prayer Vigil for Immigrant 

Justice (weekly / New Sanctuary Movement) 

o Philadelphia ICE Field Office / 114 N 8th St    

 Thursday, Aug 27, 6 pm: POWER Interfaith West-Southwest  

  Cluster (monthly – 3rd Thursdays / rescheduled)  

• Cookman Beloved Community Baptist Church / 260 S. 

51st St 

• contact Pastor Tim for details, or to get involved with 

our POWER Team     

 Sunday, Aug 30, 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship 
 

 Wednesday, Sep 2, 7-8ish pm: Spirituality on Tap (monthly  

  - 1st Wednesdays) 

• Dahlak / 4708 Baltimore Ave 

• allmeansall.org/spirituality-on-tap 
 

 Thursday, Sep 3, 5-8 pm: Baltimore Avenue Dollar Stroll  

• contact Pastor Tim if you can help staff our table 
 

 Sunday, Sep 6, 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship  
  (Communion) 
 

 Sunday, Sep 13 

• 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship (Community Sunday) 

• 12:45-2 pm: 2nd Sunday Potluck (monthly) 

o allmeansall.org/2nd-sunday-potluck 
 

CENTERING & CONNECTING 
 

Breathing Our Way In 
 

 



Singing Our Way In: “God is Good” (unknown – adapted) 
 

 

 God is good, all the time 

 All the time, God is good 

 God is good, all the time 

 All God’s people singing God is good 
 

  God is Grace, all the time 

 All the time, God is Grace 

 God is Grace, all the time 

 All God’s people singing God is Grace 
 

 God is Peace, all the time … 
  

 God is Love, all the time … 
  

Call to Worship (Tim Graves – adapted)  
 

 One: Out of a world of cut-throat competition, of winners  

  and losers, and so many left behind, we come together. 

 ALL: The world’s ways are not God’s ways. The world’s  

  ways are not our ways. 

 One: Out of a world of hatred, violence, individualism  

  and life-taking power, we gather as koinonia—as God’s  

  beloved. 

 ALL: God’s ways are inclusive, expansive and life-giving  

  for all. 

 One: Come and worship the One whose love knows no  

  limits! Swim and splash in the cleansing waters of divine  

  community! Resurrect your spirits and souls in praise of  

  the One who is the very source of life! 

 ALL: We join our voices in harmony with the Everlasting  

  One. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

Opening Song: “Lift Every Voice and Sing” (UMH #519 /  

 tune: J. Rosamond Johnson / lyrics: James Weldon Johnson) 
 

 

 Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, 

 ring with the harmonies of liberty; 

 let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies, 

 let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 



 Sing a song full of the faith  

 that the dark past has taught us; 

 sing a song full of the hope  

 that the present has brought us; 

 facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

 let us march on till victory is won. 
 

 Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 

 felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

 yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 

 come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

 We have come over a way  

 that with tears has been watered; 

 we have come, treading our path  

 through the blood of the slaughtered, 

 out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 

 where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 

 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

 thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

 thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 

 keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

 Lest our feet stray from the places,  

 our God, where we met thee;  

 lest, our hearts drunk with the wine  

 of the world, we forget thee; 

 shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, 

 true to our God, true to our native land. 
 

Passing the Peace  
 

 One: The peace of God be with you.  

 ALL: And also with you.  
 

 

 

 

 



GROUNDING  
 

Community Prayer (from Christian Aid website, based on 

 Isaiah 51:1-6 – adapted)   

 God of all the ages, give us the vision to look beyond  

 ourselves, to stand with the great ancestors of our faith,  

 and with all the unnamed ordinary folk who have shown  

 love to the loveless, welcomed the stranger, spoken out  

 and stood up for justice and righteousness. Help us to be  

 people of integrity, and give us a vision of your glory— 

 where the wilderness will be filled with joy and gladness,  

 with thanksgiving, and with the sound of song. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayer 
 

Special Music: “We Resist (Prayer Chant)” (Mark A. Miller) 
  

 We resist, we refuse, to let hatred in. 

 We rise up, we won’t back down.  

 We’re in this ‘til the end. (repeat) 
 

 Pray for your enemies, welcome the stranger, 

 show love to your neighbor. 

 We’re in this ‘til the end. 
 

Scripture Lesson: Exodus 1:8-22 
 

 Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know  

 Joseph. 9 He said to his people, "Look, the Israelite people  

 are more numerous and more powerful than we.  

 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will  

 increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and  

 fight against us and escape from the land." 11 Therefore  

 they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with  

 forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and  

 Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were  

 oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that  

 the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13 The  

 Egyptians subjected the Israelites to hard servitude,  

 14 and made their lives bitter with hard servitude in  



 mortar and bricks and in every kind of field labor. They  

 were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.   

 15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of  

 whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah,  

 16 "When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women,  

 and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but if it  

 is a daughter, she shall live."  
 

 17 But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the  

 king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys l 

 live. 18 So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and  

 said to them, "Why have you done this and allowed the  

 boys to live?" 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because  

 the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for  

 they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife  

 comes to them." 20 So God dealt well with the midwives,  

 and the people multiplied and became very strong.  

 21 And because the midwives feared God, God gave  

 them families. 22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his  

 people, "Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall  

 throw into the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live." 
 

 Choral Alleluia (UMH #186, Jerry Sinclair) 
 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,  
 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

Scripture Lesson: Romans 12:1-8 
 

 I appeal to you therefore, … on the basis of God's mercy,  

 to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

 acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of  

 worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be  

 transformed by the renewing of the minds, so that you 

 may discern what is the will of God—what is good and  

 acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me  

 I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more  

 highly than you ought to think but to think with sober  

 judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 



 God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many  

 members and not all the members have the same  

 function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,  

 and individually we are members one of another. 6 We  

 have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:  

 prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering;  

 the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in   

 encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in  

 diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

  One: The word of God for the people of God. 

  ALL: Thanks be to God!  
 

Choral Alleluia (Greg Scott) 
 

 Sing alleluia, sing alleluia, sing alleluia, alleluia. (repeat)  
 

Sermon: “R is for …” 
 

Song: “God, Make Us Agents of Joyful Rebellion” (tune: 

 Benjamin Brody / lyrics: David Bjorlin) 
 

 God, make us agents of joyful rebellion 

 called to resist sullen empires of fear. 

 Fueled not by hatred but love for all people, 

 we stand united, assured you are love.  
 

 Some will be Marys who sing down injustice. 

 Others like Moses will speak truth to power. 

 Few, like brave midwives, will shield life from evil. 

 All must be prophets awake for this hour. 
 

 Laughing in answer to snarling derision, 

 we dance to counter oppression and pain. 

 Feasting together despite our divisions, 

 we pledge ourselves to Christ’s upside-down reign. 
 

 God, make us agents of joyful rebellion 

 called to sing out till our faith is made sight. 

 Fueled by the stories of saintly subversives, 

 we stand united, your justice our light.  
  



SHARING 
 

Offering Our Gifts 
 

 allmeansall.org/time-talent / allmeansall.org/donate 
 

“Each of you must give as  

you have made up your mind,  

not regretfully or under compulsion,  

for God loves a cheerful giver.”  

- 2 Corinthians 9:7 
 

 Previous giving (rounded)  

• Aug 10-16: $777 / weekly budget: $1,663 

• White Basket (UMCOR), to date: $245 
 

Prayers of the People   

 “Thanks be to God” / “God hears our prayer” 
 

ENGAGING 
 

Closing Song: “Let Your Light Shine” (unknown – adapted)  
 

 Let your light shine before others so they may know 

 our God of love’s in the land. 

 Let your light shine before others so they may know, 

 the (kindom) of God is at hand. 
 

 Let your light shine, so they see (love). 

 Let your light shine; the (kindom) of God is at hand. 
 

Benediction  
 

Singing Our Way Out: “Pool of Love” (Alexa Sunshine  

 Rose, Murray Kyle)  
 

 

 May the pool of love we have gathered here 

 Spread its wings and fly far and near 

 From the depths of our hearts to the farthest star 

 May our love bless everyone 

 

 

 

 



________________________________________________________ 
 

Calvary United Methodist Church 
celebrating 130 years at the intersection of 

48th & Baltimore / spirituality & justice 
 

801 S. 48th Street / Philadelphia, PA 19143 

215.724.1702 / office@allmeansall.org / allmeansall.org  
 

Staff 
 

Rev. Tim Emmett-Rardin (he/him) 

pastortim@allmeansall.org  

(in case of a pastoral emergency: 215.370.7411) 

Days of rest: Monday mornings, Fridays 
 

Olivia Backal-Balik (they/them) – Accompanist 

olivia@allmeansall.org 
 

Lakeita Buckner (she/her) – Bookkeeper 

finance@allmeansall.org 
 

Lay Leadership 
 

Beth Jemison, Kristine Morrow,  

Bethany Weed, Cord Whitaker – Co-Lay Leaders  

Lesley Curtis – Church Council Chair 

Annie Haviland – Finance Committee Chair 

Jennine Miller – Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair 

Holly Chowning – Trustees Chair 
 

For full leadership roster: allmeansall.org/leadership 


