Calvary Church
A Reconciling Congregation

Jason

“Therefore, since we are
surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, …
let us run with perseverance
the race that is set before us …”

- Hebrews 12:1

August 14, 2022
10th Sunday after Pentecost

“Transfiguration”

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
GATHERING
Prelude: “Stand By Me” (Charles Albert Tindley, performed by
Blind Boys of Alabama)

Welcome / Announcements
• Pastor Tim will be on vacation, Aug 18-24
o in case of a pastoral emergency, please contact
Beth (Staff-Parish Relations Committee):
215.817.9137
• Research study – LGBTQ+ Inclusion in the Church
o info at tinyurl.com/3B3SRWAY (video) or
tinyurl.com/2P93XY5T (PDF)
• No Midweek Prayer next week
• No Calvary Worship next Sunday, August 21
o you’re encouraged to worship with West
Philadelphia Mennonite Fellowship at 9:30 am
(in person or virtually – request details at
wpmf@wpmf.org), visit another church or observe
Sabbath your own way next week
• Worship volunteers: sign up at tinyurl.com/worship-help
Calendar
Today, 1:30ish-3:30ish pm: Calvary Potluck Picnic at
Clark Park (weather permitting)
• 43rd & Chester
• BYO lunch & chairs if you can (extra food/drinks provided)
Friday, Aug 26, 7 pm: Calvary Kids – Movie at Clark Park
• contact Pastor Tim for details, or if you plan to join us!
Sunday, Aug 28, 11:15 am-12:45 pm: Virtual Worship
• worship is virtual-only the LAST Sunday of every month!
Sunday, Sep 11, 11:15 am-12:45 pm: Hybrid Worship –
Homecoming Sunday
• you’re encouraged to invite friends and family, with
Potluck Picnic to follow!

Visiting With Us?
We’re glad you’re here, for whatever reason you chose
to join us! We invite you to fill out a Visitor Form at
allmeansall.org/visitors; for those worshiping in person,
someone will share a form with you during the service.
We strive to make our worship space (in person and
virtual) as welcoming and accommodating of different
needs as possible. If you have any concerns or questions
regarding accessibility, please contact Pastor Tim.
Calvary Email List
If you’re not on the Calvary email list and want to be, or
think you are but aren’t seeing emails from us, please
contact the church office (office@allmeansall.org).

CENTERING & CONNECTING
Breathing Our Way In / Breath Prayer
Singing Our Way In: “Guide My Feet” (TFWS #2208, African
American spiritual)

Guide my feet while I run this race. (2x)
Guide my feet while I run this race,
for I don’t want to run this race in vain!
Hold my hand …
Stand by me …
I’m your child …
Search my heart …
Guide my feet …
Call to Worship (Beth Merrill Neel – adapted)
One: Joy, wonder, delight;
ALL: doubt, peace, restlessness;
One: Sorrow, contentedness, anxiety;
ALL: Confidence, hope, pardon:
One: Full of these things, we lay our hearts before God.
ALL: Unburdened and awaiting, let us worship God our
Creator, the God of all life. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Opening Song: “Womb of Life” (TFWS #2046, alternate tune:
UMH #196 / lyrics: Ruth Duck)

Womb of life, and source of being,
home of every restless heart,
in your arms the world’s awakened;
you have loved us from the start.
We, your children, gather ‘round you,
at the table you prepare.
Sharing stories, tears, and laughter,
we are nurtured by your care.
Word in flesh, our brother Jesus,
born to bring us second birth,
you have come to stand beside us,
knowing weakness, knowing earth.
Priest who shares our human struggles,
Life of Life, and Death of Death,
Risen Christ, come stand among us,
send the Spirit by your breath.
Brooding Spirit, move among us;
be our partner, be our friend.
When our memory fails, remind us
whose we are, what we intend.
Labor with us, aid the birthing
of the new world yet to be,
free of servant, lord, and master,
free for love and unity.
Mother, Brother, Holy Partner,
Father, Spirit, Only Son:
We would praise your name forever,
One in three, and three in one.
We would share your life, your passion,
share your word of world made new,
ever singing, ever praising,
one with all, and one with you.

Offering Ourselves & Our Gifts / Passing the Peace
One: The peace of God be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

GROUNDING

Community Prayer (Steve Garnaas-Holmes – adapted)
God of Truth, you are who you are, not who we want you
to be. Jesus was who he was, not who others pressured
him to be. Your Spirit is in us as it is, not as others wish. You
know us as who we are, not what others think of us.
Speak to us now your truth. Call us to your living Word,
that coming close to you we may come close to
ourselves, and live out our deepest calling in this world.
Give us your strength, fueled by the faith of those who
have gone before us, that we may run this race with
hope, with love, with perseverance.
We pray in the name and the company and the
courage of Jesus. Amen.
Silent Prayer
Special Music
Scripture Lesson: Jeremiah 1:4-10
Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 5 "Before
I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you
were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet
to the nations." 6 Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not
know how to speak, for I am only a boy." 7 But the LORD
said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a boy'; for you shall go
to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I
command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with
you to deliver you, says the LORD."
9 Then the LORD put out (the LORD’s) hand and touched
my mouth; and the LORD said to me, "Now I have put my
words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over

nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant."
Choral Alleluia
Scripture Lesson: Hebrews 11:29-34, 39-40, 12:1-2
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it
were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do
so they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell
after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in
peace. 32 And what more should I say? For time would
fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets—33 who through
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice,
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign
armies to flight. … 39 Yet all these, though they were
commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, 40 since God had provided something better
so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.
12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and
the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to
Jesus the pioneer and perfector of our faith, who for the
sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.”
One: The word of God for the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God!
Choral Alleluia

Sermon: “Taking the Baton and Running with It”
Song: “God of Jeremiah” (tune: TFWS #2130, trad. Scottish /
lyrics: Brian Wren)

God of Jeremiah, grieving with an aching heart
for an empire, unbelieving as it falls apart,
when your thunder goes unheard,
we will tend the prophet's word
and in season, out of season, we will sing your song.
When our wound is left to fester,
though the pain goes deep,
when we've sown a hundred whirlwinds,
but have yet to reap,
when the platitudes of peace
only make our fears increase,
with a poem and a story we will sing your song.
When the palace looks at poverty with scornful eyes,
when the scroll of truth is shredded by a leader's lies,
when the glory of the cross is a propaganda gloss,
in the square and in the senate we will sing your song.
We will break the jar of plenty by the gates of gold,
we will buy a field of promise when the farm is sold,
at the ending of the dream, in the death of false esteem,
at the bank and in the market we will sing your song.
We will praise the grainy granite of the Law's demands,
and the Life-creating, Lover-God with wounded hands;
we will spin your storyline to an empire in decline,
and in exile or in honor we will sing your song.

SHARING
Prayers of the People / Joys & Concerns
“Thanks be to God” or “God, hear our prayer”

Sung Response (tune: UMH #175, John B. Dykes / lyrics: John
Pritchard)

O living God, we wait for you,
each wound, each rift to heal,
each empty heart and life to fill,
each day with joy to seal.

ENGAGING
Closing Song: “May You Run and Not Be Weary” (alternate
tune & refrain: UMH #525, Charles Albert Tindley / lyrics: TFWS #2281,
Paul Murakami and Handt Hanson)

May you run and not be weary.
May your heart be filled with song.
And may the love of God continue
to give you hope and keep you strong.
And may you run and not be weary.
May your life be filled with joy!
And may the road you travel always lead you home.
Refrain
By and by, when the morning comes,
when the saints of God are gathered home,
we’ll tell the story how we’ve overcome,
for we’ll understand it better by and by.
Benediction
Singing Our Way Out: “Let the Church Say Amen” (Andraé
Crouch)

Let the church say, “Amen” (repeat)
God has spoken, let the church say, “Amen”
__________________________________________________________________
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