Calvary Church

A Reconciling Congregation

“And Jacob dreamed that there
was a stairway set up on the earth,

the top of it reaching to heaven ...”
- Genesis 28:12a

July 19, 2026

8th Sunday after Pentecost



CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
Disability Pride Month

GATHERING

Gathering Song: “We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”
(African American spiritual / perf. by Bruce Springsteen and
The Seeger Sessions Band)

You are invited during the Gathering Song to still your hearts,
your minds, your bodies, as we come together for worship.

Welcome & Announcements
e Visiting with us?

o We're glad you're We're glad you're herel We
strive to make our worship space—in-person and
virtual—as welcoming and accommodating of
different needs as possible. If you have questions,
concerns or suggestions, please contact Pastor Tim.

e Meal Train for Lauren Ballester and her partner,
Marielle: mealtrain.com/trains/oem?248

¢ Previous sermons: allmeansall.org/sermons

e Previous bulletins: allmeansall.org/bulletins

Calendar
Monday, Jul 20, 6:15-7:15 pm: Yoga (weekly)
e Chapel — 48t St entrance
e allmeansall.org/yoga
Tuesday, Jul 21, 3 pm: Finance Committee (bimonthly — 3rd
Tuesdays)
Wednesday, Jul 22
¢ 10-11 am: Yoga (weekly) —see Jul 20 for details
¢ 12-12:30 pm: Interfaith Prayer Vigil for Immigrant
Justice (weekly / New Sanctuary Movement)
o Philadelphia ICE Field Office / 114 N 8th St
o contact Pastor Tim to join our NSM Team




Saturday, Jul 25, 3-6 pm: POWER Interfaith “We Make
Philly” Launch Party
e Unitarian Society of Germantown / 6511 Lincoln Dr
e contact Pastor Tim if interested, or to join our POWER
Team

Sunday, Jul 26, 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship

e guest accompanist: Norris Person
Tuesday, Jul 28, 5:30 pm: Trustees (bimonthly — 2nd Tuesdays
/ rescheduled)
Friday, Jul 31 - Saturday, Aug 1: Laity Academy 2026 -
Foundations of Faith (Eastern PA Conference of the UMC)

e Eastern University / 1300 Eagle Rd

e reqistration deadline: Jul 20

e contact Pastor Tim if interested and to learn more

Sunday, Aug 2
e 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship (Communion)
¢ 3-5 pm: Sight & Sound - A Music and Art Benefit for
Climate Resilience (PA Interfaith Power & Light)
o Germantown Mennonite Church /21 W.
Washington Ln
o register at forms.gle/3ZRDJASYVQYjPSo46 OR
donate at tinyurl.com/paipl-fundraiser

CENTERING & CONNECTING
Breathing Our Way In

Singing Our Way In: “Waiting for You” (Christopher Grundy)
We are waiting for you

Knowing that you always abide

We are waking to your presence

And our hearts are open wide

Open wide, open wide

Call to Worship (Presbyterian Church USA — adapted)

One: We worship the God who inhabits our world
and indwells our lives. We need not look up to find God;


mailto:rmiijima@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/3ZRDJA5yVQYjPSo46

ALL: we need only to look around: within ourselves,
beyond ourselves—into the eyes of another, into the
beauty of Creation.

One: We need not listen for a distant thunder to find God;

ALL: we need only listen to the music of life, the words of
children, the questions of the curious, the rhythm of a
heartbeat.

One: We worship the God who inhabits our world and
indwells our lives; the ever-companioning One who
journeys with us; the ever-present One who guides and
abides along the way.

ALL: Alleluia! Allelvia!l

Opening Song: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah"” (UMH
#127, tune: John Hughes / lyrics: William Williams — adapted)
Guide me, O (my) great Jehovah,

pilgrim through this barren land.

| am weak, but you are mighty;

hold me with (your) powerful hand.

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,

feed me till | want no more,

feed me till | want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain,
(where) the healing (waters) flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar

lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
(ever be) my strength and shield,
(ever be) my strength and shield.

When | tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;

death of death and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises,

| will ever (sing to you),

| will ever (sing to you).



Passing the Peace

One: The peace of God be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

GROUNDING

Community Prayer (Ted Loder — adapted)

O God, complete the work you have begun in us.
Release through us a flow of mercy and gentleness that
will bring: water where there is desert, healing where
there is hurt, peace where there is violence, beauty
where there is ugliness, justice where there is brokenness,
beginnings where there are dead-ends.

Waken in us gratitude for our lives; love for every living
thing, joy in what is human and holy, praise for you.
Renew our faith that you are God beyond our grasp but
within our reach; past our knowing but within our
searching; disturber of the assured, assurer of the
disturbed; destroyer of illusions, creator of dreams;
source of silence and music, sex and solitude, light and
darkness, death and life.

O keeper of promises, composer of grace, grant us glee
in our blood, prayer in our hearts, trust at our core, songs
for our journey, and sense of your kindom—on earth as it
isin heaven. Amen.

Silent Prayer

Special Music: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (Thomas A.
Dorsey)

Scripture Lesson: Genesis 28:10-19a

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11 He
came to a certain place and stayed there for the night,
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the
place, he put it under his head and lay down in that
place. 12 And he dreamed that there was a stairway set



up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven, and
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.
13 And the HOLY ONE stood beside him and said, "l am
the HOLY ONE, the God of Abraham your father and the
God of Isaac; the land on which you lie | will give to you
and to your offspring, 14 and your offspring shall be like
the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the
west and to the east and to the north and to the south,
and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you
and in your offspring. 15 Know that | am with you and will
keep you wherever you go and will bring you back to this
land, for | will not leave you until | have done what | have
promised you."

16 Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, "Surely the
HOLY ONE is in this place—and | did not know it!" 17 And
he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This
is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate
of heaven." 18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and
he took the stone that he had put under his head and set
it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19a He
called that place Bethel, but the name of the city was
Luz at the first.

Choral Allelvia (UMH #186, Jerry Sinclair)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Scripture Lesson: Psalm 139:1-12

O HOLY ONE, you have searched me and known me.

2 You know when | sit down and when | rise up; you
discern my thoughts from far away. 3 You search out my
path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my
ways. 4 Even before a word is on my tongue, O HOLY
ONE, you know it completely. 5§ You hem me in, behind
and before, and lay your hand upon me. é Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that |



cannot attain it. 7 Where can | go from your spiritg Or
where can | flee from your presence? 8 If | ascend to
heaven, you are there; if | make my bed in Sheol, you are
there. 9 If | take the wings of the morning and settle at the
farthest limits of the sea, 10 even there your hand shall
lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. 11 If |
say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and night wraps
itself around me," 12 even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to
you.

One: The word of God for the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God!

Choral Allelvia (Greg Scott)
Sing alleluia, sing alleluia, sing alleluia, alleluia. (repeat)

Sermon: “Heaven at Hand”

Song: “We Are Dancing Sarah’s Circle” (tune: UMH #418,
African American spiritual / lyrics: Carole A. Etzler — adapted,
v. 2 & 6: Tim Emmett-Rardin, v. 3: Pete Seeger)

We are dancing Sarah's circle,

we are dancing Sarah's circle,

we are dancing Sarah's circle,

(neighbors, family) all.

Joining hands, the circle widens, (3x)
(neighbors, family) all.

Every new one makes us stronger, (3x)
(neighbors, family) all.

Every round a generation, (3x)
(neighbors, family) all.

On and on the circle's moving, (3x)
(neighbors, family) all.

Kindom come on earth as heaven; (3x)
(neighbors, family) all.



SHARING
Offering Our Gifts
allmeansall.org/time-talent / allmeansall.org/donate

“Each of you must give as i O]
. ; %
OfE¥Es
Prayers of the People

you have made up your mind,
“Thanks be to God"” / "God hears our prayer”

not regretfully or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”
- 2 Corinthians 9:7

ENGAGING

Closing Song: “Guide My Feet” (TFWS #2208, African
American spiritual)

Guide my feet while | run this race. (2x)

Guide my feet while | run this race,

for I don't want to run this race in vain! (race in vain)

Hold my hand ...
Stand by me ...
I'm your child ...
Search my heart ...

Benediction

Singing Our Way Out: “Pool of Love” (Alexa Sunshine
Rose, Murray Kyle)

May the pool of love we have gathered here
Spread its wings and fly far and near

From the depths of our hearts to the farthest star
May our love bless everyone



Calvary United Methodist Church

celebrating 130 years at the intersection of
48th & Baltimore / spirituality & justice

801 S. 48t Street / Philadelphia, PA 19143
215.724.1702 / office@allmeansall.org / allmeansall.org

Staff
Rev. Tim Emmett-Rardin (he/him)
pastortim@allmeansall.org
(in case of a pastoral emergency: 215.370.7411)
Days of rest: Monday mornings, Fridays

Olivia Backal-Balik (they/them) — Accompanist
music@allmeansall.org

Lay Leadership
Beth Jemison, Kristine Morrow,
Bethany Weed, Cord Whitaker — Co-Lay Leaders
Lesley Curtis — Church Council Chair
Annie Haviland - Finance Committee Chair
Jennine Miller - Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair
Holly Chowning — Trustees Chair

For full leadership roster: allmeansall.org/leadership




