Calvary Church

A Reconciling Congregation

“Now Sarah said, ‘God has
brought laughter for me; everyone

1

who hears will laugh with me.
- Genesis 21:6

June 14, 2026

3rd Sunday after Pentecost



CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP

LGBTQIA+ Pride Month
Immigrant Heritage Month

GATHERING

Gathering Song: “Laughter Just Like a Medicine” (BeBe
Winans, with Korean Soul)

You are invited during the Gathering Song to still your hearts,
your minds, your bodies, as we come together for worship.

Welcome & Announcements
e Visiting with us?

o We're glad you're here! We strive to make our
worship space—in-person and virtual—as
welcoming and accommodating of different
needs as possible. If you have questions, concerns
or suggestions, please contact Pastor Tim.

e Congrats to our grads!

o Milo Khoo (George Washington Carver High School
of Engineering and Science)

o Charles “CJ” Williams (8t Grade — Avery D.
Harrington School)

e Red Basket offering (June): Reconciling Ministries

Network

o rmnetwork.org / allmeansall.org/donate

e New Sanctuary Movement Community Bond Fund
o tinyurl.com/nsm-bond

e Fund for ICE Out clergy protestors (incl. Pastor Tim)
o gofund.me/7c8e4834b

¢ Previous sermons: allmeansall.org/sermons

e Previous bulletins: allmeansall.org/bulletins




Calendar
Today, Jun 14, 12:45-2 pm: 279 Sunday Potluck (final
potluck before summer break)
Monday, Jun 15, 6:15-7:15 pm: Yoga (weekly)
e Chapel — 48 St entrance
e adllmeansall.org/yoga

Tuesday, Jun 16

e 3 pm: Midweek Prayer (weekly)

o adllmeansall.org/midweek-prayer

¢ 7:30-8:45 pm: Bible/Book Study — Sabbath Economics
Thursday, Jun 18, 6 pm: POWER Interfaith West-Southwest
Cluster (monthly — 3d Thursdays)

e Board Room (upstairs) — 48 St entrance

e contact Mimi for details, or to join our POWER Team:

rmiijima@gmail.com

Saturday, Jun 20: Spring Retreat
¢ St. Raphaela Center (Haverford)
e allmeansall.org/spring-retreat

Sunday, Jun 21, 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship
o service of healing

Monday, Jun 22, 7 pm: Staff-Parish Relations Committee

Saturday, Jun 27, 10 am-12 pm: Pollinator Garden
Workday (monthly — 3 Saturdays / rescheduled this month)
e 48 & Baltimore
e allmeansall.org/garden
e contact Sparrow to sign up or to join our Green Team:
sprrwfrancis@gmail.com
Sunday, Jun 28, 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship
e join us as we welcome Olivia Backal-Balik for their first
Sunday as our accompanist, as well as Tanya
Woodruff as our new financial administrator
e light reception to follow

CENTERING & CONNECTING
Breathing Our Way In



mailto:rmiijima@gmail.com
https://www.allmeansall.org/racial-economic-justice.html

Singing Our Way In: “Open My Eyes” (Jesse Manibusan —
adapted)

Open my eyes, (God), help me to see your face.
Open my eyes, (God), help me to see.

Open my ears, (God), help me to hear your voice.
Open my ears, (God), help me to hear.

Open my heart, (God), help me to love like you.
Open my heart, (God), help me to love.

| ive within you, deep in your heart, O Love.
| ive within you, rest now in me.

Open our eyes, (God), help us to see your face ...
Open our ears, (God), help us to hear your voice ...
Open our hearts, (God), help us to love like you ...
We live within you, deep in your heart, O Love ...

Call to Worship (Joanna Harader, inspired by Genesis 18:1-7)
One: As Abraham welcomed the strangers,

ALL: so God welcomes us.

One: God greets us with joy

ALL: and says, “rest here for a while.”

One: God brings out water to wash our dusty feet.

ALL: God prepares a meal to nourish our weary spirits.
One: So let us receive the gracious hospitality of our God.
ALL: Let us rest in this holy place, where there is shade
and water, food and laughter. Allelvia! Allelvia!

Opening Song: “God of Abraham and Sarah” (tune: UMH
#581, B.F. White / lyrics: James Gertmenian — adapted)

God of Abraham and Sarah,

God of Moses, Miriam’s guide;

God of David and the prophets,

God in Jesus glorified;

... from the dust you raise a people,

breathe in ... breath of life, of soul.



(Through) the years the people praise you;
... alleluias make them whole!

God who dances in Creation,

spinning stars above our heads;

God whose face is scribed in music

by whose hand the earth is fed;

... from the ground you raise the mountains,
raise our spirits, lift our eyes.

(Through) the years your people praise you;
... adlleluias flood the skies!

God who loves the poor in spirif,

God who comforts those who mourn;

... balm for wounds, the friend of sinners
taking ... side of earths forlorn;

... from the depths you raise your people,
giving ... courage for the day.

(Through) the years the people praise you;
... alleluias light their way!

In our lives from birth fo dying,

depth of sorrow, height of joy;

praising God in every season,

... every key our hearts employ.

Praise ... the healing, praise the glory,
Praise ... the final mystery.

(Through) the years let people praise you;
... alleluias set them freel

Holy Baptism / Reception of New Members

Introduction

Presentation of Candidates
e Ronald Coburn e Albert Walker
e Gabe Emmett-Rardin e Rachel Watkins
e Wayne Harris e Shivone Williams

e Milo Khoo



Profession of Faith

Congregation

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live
according to the example of Jesus. We will surround
these friends with a community of love and forgiveness,
that they may grow in their trust of God and be faithful in
love for their neighbors as for themselves. We will pray for
them, that they may be disciples who walk—as Jesus
did—in the way that leads to life.

Thanksgiving Over the Water

Baptism

Confirmation / Reaffirmation of Faith
Reception into the United Methodist Church
Reception into the Local Congregation
Commendation and Welcome

Congregation

We give thanks for all that God has already given you,
and we welcome you in love. We pray, in community
with you, that your faith may be increased, your hope
confirmed, and your love perfected in the way that leads
to life. And as members together with you in the family of
God, we renew our covenant to faithfully participate—as
we are able—in the ministry and witness of this
congregation through our prayers, our presence,

our gifts, and our service.

Passing the Peace
One: The peace of God be with you.
ALL: And also with you.



GROUNDING

Community Prayer (Steve Garnaas-Holmes — adapted)

God of grace and mystery, you hold us faithfully within
your everlasting covenant. Your love upholds us, moves
ahead of us, and comes to us in surprising ways. Open
our hearts to welcome the message of your promise, and
to trust and receive your blessing. Amen.

Silent Prayer

Special Music: “Draw the Circle Wide” (tune: Mark A. Miller
/ lyrics: Gordon Light)

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide (2x)

No one stands alone, we'll stand side by side

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still
Let this be our song: no one stands alone
Standing side by side

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide

Scripture Lesson: Genesis 18:1-14

The HOLY ONE appeared to Abraham by the oaks of
Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat
of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing
near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent
entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground.
3 He said, "My lord, if | find favor with you, do not pass by
your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash
your feet, and rest yourselves under the free. 5 Let me
bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and
after that you may pass on—since you have come to
your servant." So they said, "Do as you have said." 6 And
Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said,
"Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour,
knead it, and make cakes." 7 Abraham ran to the herd
and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the
servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds



and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it
before them, and he stood by them under the tree while
they ate.

9 They said to him, "Where is your wife Sarah?" And he
said, "There, in the tent." 10 Then one said, "l will surely
return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall
have a son." And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance
behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old,
advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after
the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself,
saying, "After | have grown old, and my husband is old,
shall | be fruitfule" 13 The HOLY ONE said to Abraham,
"Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Shall | indeed bear a
child, now that | am old?' 14 Is anything tfoo wonderful for
the HOLY ONE? At the set time | will return to you, in due
season, and Sarah shall have a son."

Choral Allelvia (UMH #186, Jerry Sinclair)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Scripture Lesson: Genesis 21:1-7

The HOLY ONE dealt with Sarah as (had been) said, and
the HOLY ONE did for Sarah as (had been) promised.

2 Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old
age, at the time of which God had spoken to him.

3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah
bore him. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac
when he was eight days old, as God had commanded
him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son
Isaac was born to him. 6 Now Sarah said, "God has
brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh
with me." 7 And she said, "Who would ever have said to
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet | have
borne him a son in his old age."



One: The word of God for the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God!

Choral Allelvia (Greg Scott)
Sing alleluia, sing alleluia, sing alleluia, alleluia. (repeat)

Sermon: “LOL"

Song: “Laughter Lit the Stars of Morning” (tune: UMH #89,
Ludwig van Beethoven / lyrics: Lydia Pedersen — adapted, v. 4:
Ruth Duck)

Laughter lit the stars of morning

singing at the dawn of earth;

angel throngs rejoiced to witness

sO miraculous a birth.

As they marveled at its wonder,

teeming life forms, multi-hued,

tenderly, the world God cradled

and pronounced it very good.

Laughter filled a barren Sarah:
“Shall this ancient womb conceive?
When | feel new life within me,

only then will | believe!”

Sarah’s laughter turned to wonder
at the thing that God had done;
when (her heart) in union cradling
Isaac, her beloved son.

Laughter binds the congregation

in the joy of fam’ly grown;

oil and water seal the promise

each has made, to be God'’s own.
Young and old, we share the wonder
of God’s covenant renewed;

(love expressed helps us) remember,
and give thanks, for God is good.



God of joy and love and laughter,
guide your people on the way.
Free us to receive your blessings,
freely offered every day.

Jesus came to share our journeys
and to show where life is found.
Loving you and all Creation

paves the path where joy is found.

SHARING
Congregational Feedback Report - Lay Leaders

Offering Our Gifts

allmeansall.org/time-talent / allmeansall.org/donate
- 2 Corinthians 9:7

“Each of you must give as =]
- j-%
OfE%: 020
Previous giving (rounded)

you have made up your mind,
not regretfully or under compulsion,

e Jun 1-7: $1,379 / weekly budget: $1,663

e White Baskeft, Jun 7: $5

for God loves a cheerful giver.”
e Red Basket (Reconciling Ministries Network), Jun 7: $7

Prayers of the People
“Thanks be to God" / "God hears our prayer”

ENGAGING

Closing Song: “May You Run and Not Be Weary”

(tune & refrain: UMH #525, Charles Albert Tindley / lyrics: TFWS
#2281, Paul Murakami & Handt Hanson)

May you run and not be weary.

May your heart be filled with song.

And may the love of God continue

to give you hope and keep you strong.

And may you run and not be weary.

May your life be filled with joy!




And may the road you travel always lead you home.

By and by, when the morning comes,

when the saints of God are gathered home,
we'll tell the story how we've overcome,

for we'll understand it better by and by.

Benediction

Singing Our Way Out: “Pool of Love” (Alexa Sunshine Rose,
Murray Kyle)

May the pool of love we have gathered here

Spread its wings and fly far and near

From the depths of our hearts to the farthest star

May our love bless everyone

Calvary United Methodist Church

celebrating 130 years at the intersection of
48th & Baltimore / spirituality & justice
801 S. 48th Street / Philadelphia, PA 19143
215.724.1702 / office@allmeansall.org / allmeansall.org

Staff
Pastor Tim Emmett-Rardin: pastortim@allmeansall.org
(in case of a pastoral emergency: 215.370.7411)
Days of rest: Monday mornings, Fridays
Tanya Woodruff (Financial Administrator)
finance@allmeansall.org

Olivia Backal-Balik (Accompanist)
music@allmeansall.org

Lay Leadership
Beth Jemison, Kristine Morrow,
Bethany Weed, Cord Whitaker (Co-Lay Leaders)
Lesley Curtis (Church Council Chair)
Annie Haviland (Finance Committee Chair)
Jennine Miller (Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair)
Holly Chowning (Trustees Chair)

For full leadership roster: allmeansall.org/leadership




