Calvary
United Methodist Church
A Reconciling Congregation

“There are years that ask questions
and years that answer.”
- Zora Neale Hurston

May 17, 2020
6th Sunday of Easter

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements
Singing Our Way In
“Kyrie” (Mr. Mister)
The wind blows hard against this mountain side,
across the sea into my soul
It reaches into where I cannot hide,
setting my feet upon the road.
Kyrie eleison, down the road that I must travel.
Kyrie eleison, through the darkness of the night.
Kyrie eleison, where I’m going will you follow.
Kyrie eleison, on a highway in the light. (2x)
Kyrie eleison, down the road that I must travel.
“Up from the Grave He Arose” (UMH #322, refrain only - altered lyrics)
Up from the grave (we) arose,
with a mighty triumph o’er (our) foes,
we arose (the victors) from the dark domain,
and (we’ll live) forever, (in Christ’s loving) reign.
He arose! We arose!
Hallelujah! Christ arose! (2x)
Invitation to Holy Presence / Breath Prayer
Call to Worship (John Pritchard)
One: Breathed into life this day, welcome.
ALL: May the power of new life stir in us all.
One: In this moment, we breathe in the goodness of God.
ALL: O giver of life, we praise your name.
One: In this moment we breathe deeply God’s amazing
grace.
ALL: O God of abundance, we praise your name.
One: In this moment, as we see and hold each other virtually,
we breathe hope into one another in God’s work among us.
ALL: O God of healing and shalom, we praise your name.

One: In this moment we breathe each other into Christ-like
ways.
ALL: O God of justice and daring love, we praise your name.
One: Though distant from each other, we breathe together
virtually as one, sharing one Spirit, one hope, one heart
beating with praise.
ALL: O God who gives us one another, whose holy breath fills
us, whose Spirit weaves us into one fabric, we truly praise your
name: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Opening Hymn: “Abide with Me” (UMH #700)
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
change and decay in all around I see;
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.
I need thy presence every passing hour.
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.
I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if thou abide with me.
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;
shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
Passing the Peace
One: The peace of God be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

CENTERING
Community Prayer (John Pritchard)
You give us life, O God; in a world of wonder and woe, of
beauty and ugliness, of gift and threat, of fierce and
frolicsome change, you remain with us; you call us by name
and call us your beloved; you invite us to your peace, and we
give you thanks.
As we join our hearts now, root us anew in your presence, we
pray; open our eyes and ears and very pores to your Spirit
around us.
Free us from the fear we live with; free us from the foolishness
that chatters all around us. Give us wisdom to recognize your
presence and discern your voice, and grant us to rest, to dare,
to dance, in the glory of your unending love.
This day, O God, we praise you and pray for hearts open and
free to live in you and in the thriving you yearn for all creation.
Amen.
Silent Prayer
Special Music: “Higher Ground” (Calvary Choir)
Scripture Lesson: Psalm 91
You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the
shadow of the Almighty, 2 will say to the Lord, “My refuge and
my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.” 3 For (God) will deliver
you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly
pestilence; 4 (God) will cover you with (God’s) pinions, and
under (God’s) wings you will find refuge; (God’s) faithfulness is
a shield and buckler. 5 You will not fear the terror of the night,
or the arrow that flies by day, 6 or the pestilence that stalks in
darkness, or the destruction that wastes at noonday. 7 A
thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right
hand, but it will not come near you. 8 You will only look with
your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked. 9 Because
you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your
dwelling place, 10 no evil shall befall you, no scourge come
near your tent. 11 For (God) will command (God’s) angels
concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 12 On their

hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot
against a stone. 13 You will tread on the lion and the adder,
the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot.
14 Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who
know my name. 15 When they call to me, I will answer them; I
will be with them in trouble, I will rescue them and honor them.
16 With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my
salvation.
Choral Alleluia
Scripture Lesson: Acts 17:22-31
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said,
"Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way.
23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the
objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the
inscription, 'To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship
as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the
world and everything in it, (God) who is Lord of heaven and
earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is
(God) served by human hands, as though (God) needed
anything, since (God) . . . gives to all mortals life and breath
and all things. 26 From one ancestor (God) made all nations
to inhabit the whole earth, and (God) allotted the times of
their existence and the boundaries of the places where they
would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps
grope for (God) and find (God)—though indeed (God) is not
far from each one of us.
28 For 'in (God) we live and move and have our being'; as
even some of your own poets have said, 'For we too are
(God’s) offspring.' 29 Since we are God's offspring, we ought
not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now
(God) commands all people everywhere to repent, 31
because (God) has fixed a day on which (God) will have the
world judged in righteousness by a man whom (God) has
appointed, and of this (God) has given assurance to all by
raising him from the dead."

One: May the Spirit add understanding to our hearing.
ALL: Thanks be to God!
Choral Alleluia

Sermon: “God Moves” (Lesley Curtis)
Hymn of Response: “He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought”
(UMH #128, altered lyrics)

(God) leadeth me: O blessed thought!
O words with heavenly comfort fraught!
Whate'er I do, where'er I be,
still 'tis (God’s) hand that leadeth me.
Refrain
(You) leadeth me, (You) leadeth me;
by (your) own hand (You) leadeth me:
(your) faithful follower I would be,
for by (your) hand (You) leadeth me.
Sometimes mid scenes of deepest gloom,
sometimes where Eden's bowers bloom,
by waters still, o'er troubled sea,
still 'tis (God’s) hand that leadeth me. (refrain)
Lord, I would place my hand in thine,
nor ever murmur nor repine;
content, whatever lot I see,
since 'tis my God that leadeth me. (refrain)
And when my task on earth is done,
when, by (your) grace, the victory's won,
e'en death's cold wave I will not flee,
since God through Jordan leadeth me. (refrain)

SHARING
Prayers of the People / Joys and Concerns
“Thanks be to God” or “God, hear our prayer”
Prayer Response (tune: UMH #175 / lyrics: John Pritchard)
O living God, we wait for you,
each wound, each rift to heal,

each empty heart and life to fill,
each day with joy to seal.
Closing Hymn: “I’ll Fly Away” (TFWS #2282)
Some glad morning when this life is o’er, I’ll fly away;
to a home on God’s celestial shore, I’ll fly away.
Refrain
I’ll fly away, O glory, I’ll fly away.
When I die, hallelujah, by and by,
I’ll fly away.
When the shadows of this life have gone, I’ll fly away;
like a bird from prison bars has flown, I’ll fly away. (refrain)
Just a few more weary days and then, I’ll fly away,
to a land where joys shall never end, I’ll fly away. (refrain)

ENGAGING
Benediction
Singing Our Way Out: “Let the Church Say Amen”
Let the church say, “Amen” (repeat)
God has spoken, let the church say, “Amen”
_______________________________________________________
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CALENDAR
Today
Following worship: Young Adult Gathering
Upcoming
Tuesday, May 19, 12 pm: Midweek Prayer (Cord Whitaker)
Tuesday, May 19, 6 pm: Finance Committee
Wednesday, May 20, 7 pm: Midweek Prayer (Lauren Ballester)
Thursday, May 21, 7-8:30 pm: POWER Training / Civic
Engagement 2020 – Voting During COVID-19 (every other
Thursday)
• powerinterfaith.org/calendar
Sunday, May 24, 11 am: Worship
Sunday, May 31, 1-2 pm: Worship (Pentecost)
Wednesday, Jun 3, 5-7 pm: POWER Training / Finding
Grounding from the Inside Out – Listening Deeply to One
Another (1st Wednesdays)
• powerinterfaith.org/calendar
Saturday, Jun 6, time TBD: Congregational Meeting

VISITING WITH US?
We’re glad you’re here, for whatever reason(s) you chose to
join us this morning! Since we aren’t able to greet you in person
during this coronavirus pandemic, please contact Pastor Tim if
you have any questions or prayer concerns.

INVITATIONS / OPPORTUNITIES
Resist Harm Movement
You are invited to join Calvary and fellow Reconciling United
Methodists from around the country to support Resist Harm
(resistharm.com / #ResistHarm), a movement of resistance to
the anti-LGBTQ Traditional Plan now on the books in the
United Methodist Church. May’s theme is “Witness.”

Calvary Email List
If you’re not on the Calvary email list and want to be, or think
you are but aren’t seeing emails from us, contact the church
office (office@allmeansall.org).
Other Email Lists?
You may like to receive email updates from other groups
with which Calvary is involved. If so, here’s more info:
- POWER: powerinterfaith.org
- New Sanctuary Movement: sanctuaryphiladelphia.org
- PA Interfaith Power & Light: info@paipl.org
- Reconciling United Methodists of Eastern PA:
pastor@historicstgeorges.org
- Methodist Federation for Social Action – Eastern PA:
milesj526@verizon.net
- Eastern PA Conference (UMC): epaumc.org
Want to Help with Worship?
For the time being, as long as we’re gathering virtually for
worship, if you would like to participate by leading the Call to
Worship or reading scripture, please contact Pastor Tim.
Volunteer with Nursery and Calvary Kids
We’re always looking for more volunteers to work with our
children during worship (and beyond)! All volunteers must be
involved in the congregation for at least six months, and
complete background clearances in compliance with all
state laws. If you’re interested, please contact Pastor Tim.

CONTACT INFO
Office - Kari Collins, Calvary Office/Building Administrator
office@allmeansall.org / 215.724.1702
Pastor Tim Emmett-Rardin, Interim Pastor:
pastor@allmeansall.org / 215.724.1702
(in case of a pastoral emergency: 215.370.7411)
Website: allmeansall.org

