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When Daniel Kish was in kindergarten, the school called his mother, Paulette, and asked 

her to speak to him. During class, little Daniel made consistent clicking noises with his 

mouth, which were strange and distracting. The behavior was “Socially unacceptable,” 

the teacher said. The school asked Paulette to get Daniel to stop.  

Paulette refused.  

Her son needed to click. From the time he was small, Daniel Kish would make noises of 

varying pitches as a way to orient himself in space. Daniel was born blind. But he had 

been intuitively using echolocation, like a bat, to get around all of his young life. By age 

seven, he was able to ride a bike, echolocating with rapid fire clicks as he tore through 

the neighborhood.  

It wasn’t until he was older, that Kish read that MOST blind children intuitively start 

clicking, tapping and stomping to find their way around, but are coached out of it by 

adults who find the behavior socially unacceptable.  

Instead, these children are taught to exist in the less autonomous, more supported way 

that blind people traditionally do in our country. 

The National Federation of the Blind’s mission states, “The real problem of blindness is 

not the lack of eyesight; it is the misconceptions about blindness held by society.” 

Similar stances are held by other disability communities. The Deaf, for example, often do 

not want medical intervention that allows them to hear. They enjoy using their native 

sign language and being part of capital-D Deaf culture. Studies of autistic children and 

adults show that autistic people are not socially handicapped as originally thought. In 

fact, they flourish when socializing with other autistic people. It’s connecting with 

neurotypical people that’s hard for them.  
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The theologian John Hull, who lost his sight in midlife, writes, “When I read the Bible 

again, as a blind person, it was very different.” Christianity tends to treat blind people as 

metaphors about healing and restoring what is broken.  

The blind man in John’s account in the scripture today, however, has a read on 

blindness that feels far more in line with the National Federation for the Blind than 

traditional Christian pity. This man does not ask to be given his sight, nor does he make a 

big Oprah-style deal out of it when his sight is restored. 

To be honest, the guy is pretty chill both before and after gaining sight. When his 

neighbors come around and say, “Hey, weren’t you blind?” He’s basically like, “Yup, 

used to be.” And when they say, “Where is the man who performed this miracle?!”, his 

literal answer is, “I don’t know.” 

The blind man knows that this story is not for him. It’s for us.  

The text begins with the disciples feeling totally comfortable pointing at the blind man 

and asking “Why is this man being punished? Did HE do something wrong, or his 

parents?” 

Fortunately, we don’t do that to people anymore.  

“Why is this woman trans? Were her parents too permissive? Or is she following a 

trend?”  

“Why is this child autistic? Did his parents vaccinate him, or is he maybe just acting 

out?” 

“Why is this man fat? Is it his inherent lack of discipline or did his parents not teach him 

healthy habits?” 

These are the kinds of things we would never say these days, thankfully. 

In answer to the disciples’ question, Jesus says, “neither.” No one is being punished. 

Instead he says: “This happened so that the works of God may be displayed in him.” 
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One way to read that response is, “He’s blind so I can show you how great I am by 

giving him the gift of sight!” 

But another way to read it is, “If you’re willing to open your minds, you may realize that 

God makes lots of kinds of people with lots of ways of being that are different from 

yours.” 

“This happened so that the works of God may be displayed in him.” 

When a blind child whips down the street on a bicycle echolocating to avoid 

obstacles, what is that but the work of God displayed? 

It’s not what disability activists call “inspiration porn”—a story of a disadvantaged 

person overcoming obstacles that’s meant to make us warm and fuzzy. It’s a window 

into the parts of a Creation bigger and more awesome than we have yet to grasp.  

The disciples, with their spiritual lifestyle, may be able to contemplate this idea, but the 

Pharisees are tasked with maintaining cultural standards and behavior, and as usual, 

they’re coming in hot.  

As soon as they hear about what happened, they want information. But there is only 

one kind of information they actually want, which is information that supports what they 

already think.  

Does this sound familiar? 

The Pharisees are doing their own research. They’re looking for the holes in the story.  

The blind man tells them what happened, but they’re not buying that, so they go to his 

family, who unsurprisingly do not want to be caught up in this. So they dodge: “Why 

don’t you ask him yourself?” 

And then when the man confirms, again, what they don’t want to hear, the Pharisees 

conclude that the man isn’t a trustworthy source—because after all, blind people are 

marked by sin in the first place, and this dude WAS blind.  
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But the current state of affairs troubles them. Now that he’s not blind, is he also not a 

sinner? And what happened? Did he stop sinning and his sight came back? If blind = 

sin, this does not compute.  

So the Pharisees take their next move right out of the authoritarian playbook. They 

decide that’s not the point. It doesn’t matter if this guy was a sinner or not, or if he 

deserved to be ostracized or not. What matters is the law. If Jesus DID work the miracle, 

that would be working on the sabbath! And THAT is against the law!   

Why does this lame justification feel so familiar? She was resisting arrest! He was 

interfering with a police operation! She’s a domestic terrorist! 

In the end, the Pharisees kick the blind man out of the community for good so that they 

don’t have to be troubled by what his sight implies. It’s not about the facts on the 

ground, it’s about what they need to be true to continue believing what they believe.  

This is what Jesus is talking about when he says to the Pharisees, “If you were blind, you 

would not be guilty of sin. But now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.” 

Not being able to see is a neutral condition. It’s CHOOSING not to see that’s a sin.  

But we do. We do choose not to see.  

We consider blindness, we can’t imagine what it would be like. We make up a story 

that God the Creator knit this child broken in his mother’s womb just to make a show of 

giving him sight like some kind of backwater revivalist.  

And this is somehow easier to grasp than the idea that God made a world with blind 

people in it.  

We see people struggling, and because we can’t bear it, we make up a story that if 

they tried a little harder, gave it a little more effort, maybe if they got up a little earlier, 

they would be thriving. 
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Because that is easier to hold than the truth that our systems are not designed for 

humans to be well. We choose not to see because it’s easier than accepting that this is 

the world we actually live in.  

As fascist culture bleeds into our lives they become saturated with the message that we 

are not whole. We’re not healthy enough, young enough, thin enough, successful 

enough. Something is wrong with your jawline, your parenting, your relationship, your 

eyebrows, your posture, your voice.  

The last time we humans dabbled in fascism, the Nazis killed Jews and the disabled and 

the queer and the left-handed and the neurodivergent. Because that’s what 

authoritarianism does. It sets a standard and weeds out or “cures” or demands a 

performance from everyone who doesn’t meet it.  

The churches that broke our hearts told us: you’re deficient and Jesus will make you 

whole. But that Jesus always seemed to have a vision of wholeness that involved you 

changing who you are. Praying your gay away and your tummy flat, and your voice 

stifled.  

Christian nationalism sells a God who rewards you when you conform, contort and 

submit.  

But if heaven is a place where everyone is able-bodied and thin and white and straight, 

please send me straight to hell.  

Those churches take this miracle and make it about restoration. But if that were actually 

the message, the story would end with the blind man getting his sight and saying, 

“Thanks, Jesus! You’re the best! I feel great now!” 

But that isn’t where it ends.   

After the Pharisees excommunicate him, Jesus goes to find the man. Jesus affirms him 

and brings him into the fold. In this story, the blind man doesn’t worship Jesus when 

Jesus gives him sight. He worships Jesus when Jesus says he belongs.  
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So what would it be like to start with the assumption that God knows what God is 

doing? 

That God separated light from dark not because dark is bad, but because God’s vision 

for the world included both? 

That blind people and deaf people and old people and people with vertigo and 

people who see numbers as colors and short people and people with perfect pitch are 

all supposed to be here? 

Isaiah says that in the world to come “the lion shall lie down with the lamb.”—not “all 

creatures shall be made lions.”  

“The lion shall lay down with the lamb.” That’s the peaceable kingdom. That’s paradise. 

Not where the weak and broken are fixed, where the ideas of weak and broken are no 

longer applied.  

That is what John Hull, the blind theologian calls “the true miracle.”  

Daniel Kish, who grew up echolocating, now teaches blind kids to do the same. For him, 

wholeness doesn’t mean giving sight to the blind, it means letting them live fully into 

THEIR way of experiencing the world without being coddled or pitied or ostracized.  

What are we losing when we assume the best thing a blind person could be is sighted? 

When we assume the best thing a neurodivergent person could be is neurotypical, a 

queer person straight, a fat person thin? 

When Jesus says the Kingdom of God is already here, that’s not a Zen riddle. He means 

get out of your own way. Look. THIS is the world that God has made. This one. The real 

problem is not how we are; the problem is all of the ways that we think we should be 

different.  

Jesus says I have come into this world so that the blind will see …  
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The Pharisees cannot conceive of a world where everyone is already enough. But Jesus 

wants them to see. He wants us to see.  

And that’s not all. Jesus says that he wants the people who “see” to become blind.  

We’re not supposed to be the same. We’re supposed to try to see the way others do, 

even those who don’t see with their eyes. What are we missing because we’re stuck in 

one way of knowing? How do the ways that we fit the cultural mold blind us to the 

knowledge of those who don’t? 

It’s not the blind man that needs to be made whole by sight, it’s the community that is 

made whole by his being here just as he is.  

Have faith. Not the fearful, unquestioning faith of the Pharisees, but the faith of Daniel 

Kish’s mother. Faith that says there may be more here than what makes sense to me. 

Have queer faith. Have left-handed faith. Have the faith of the disinherited. Have blind 

faith.  

May it be so. 


