
  

 
Calvary Church 

A Reconciling Congregation 

 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

December 14, 2025 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A highway shall be there, and  
it shall be called the Holy Way …” 
                             - Isaiah 35:8a 



 CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING 
 

Gathering Song: “Joy” (Paul Porter) 
 

Welcome & Announcements  
 

• Visiting with us?  

o We’re glad you’re here! We strive to make our 

worship space—in-person and virtual—as 

welcoming and accommodating of different 

needs as possible. If you have questions, concerns 

or suggestions, please contact Pastor Tim. 

• Advent/Christmas offerings and opportunities 

o allmeansall.org/advent 

• Congregational giving (rounded) 

o Dec 1-7: $3,317 / weekly budget: $1,827 

• “White Basket” special offering Dec 14 & 21 

o ODECOIN, a small nonprofit founded to serve 

children and families in some of the poorest 

neighborhoods of Central America; donations 

support Christmas meals and gifts 

o Cord: cord.whitaker@gmail.com / 919-308-5115; 

checks can be made payable to “Cord Whitaker” 

or “Calvary UMC” (memo: ODECOIN) 

• “Red Basket” special offering through Dec 21  

o Reconciling Ministries Network: rmnetwork.org / 

allmeansall.org/donate 

• Book study: Jesus and the Disinherited (Howard 

Thurman) 

o allmeansall.org/book-study 

o beginning week of Jan 12 (exact timing TBD by 

participants)  

• Previous sermons: allmeansall.org/sermons 

• Previous bulletins: allmeansall.org/bulletins 

  

 



Calendar 
     

 Today, Dec 14 

• 12:45-2 pm: 2nd Sunday Potluck (monthly) 

• 8-9 pm: Spiritual Reflection Group (weekly, through Dec 

21)  

o allmeansall.org/spiritual-reflection-group 
 

 Monday, Dec 15 

• 6:30-7:30 pm: Yoga (weekly) 

o Calvary (Chapel) – 48th St entrance 

o allmeansall.org/yoga 

• 7-8:30 pm: Grief Support Group 

o allmeansall.org/grief 
 

 Tuesday, Dec 16 

• 3 pm: Midweek Prayer (weekly) 

o allmeansall.org/midweek-prayer 

o 1st, 3rd & 5th Tuesdays: 3 pm / 2nd & 4th: 6 pm 

• 7 pm: Church Council (bimonthly – 3rd Tuesdays) 
 

 Wednesday, Dec 17 

• 10-11 am: Yoga (weekly) 

o see Dec 15 for details 

• 12 pm: Interfaith Prayer Vigils for Immigrant Justice 
(weekly / New Sanctuary Movement of Philadelphia) 

o Philadelphia ICE Office / 114 N 8th St 

o contact Pastor Tim to get involved with Calvary’s 

NSM Team   
 

 Saturday, Dec 20, 1 pm: Meditation (weekly)  
• Calvary (Board Room) – 48th St entrance 

• westphillyinsight.org  
   

 Sunday, Dec 21 

• 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship (4th Sunday of Advent)  

o guest preacher: Cara Blouin 

• 7 pm: Blue Christmas Service (hybrid) 

o Calvary (Chapel) – 48th St entrance; use link 

below for details to connect virtually 

o allmeansall.org/blue 
 



 Wednesday, Dec 24, 7 pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight  

  Service of Lessons & Carols (hybrid)  

• Calvary (Chapel) – 48th St entrance; use link below for 

details to connect virtually 

• allmeansall.org/christmas 
 

CENTERING & CONNECTING 
 

Breathing Our Way In 
 

 

Singing Our Way In: “Drawing Nearer” (Christopher Grundy)  
 

 Even in the midst of all of this, 

 trouble on the news, no peace within,  

 still there is a light in the distance,  

 drawing nearer, drawing nearer.  
 

 So, open up our eyes to see your light.  

 Open up our arms, they're clenched so tightly.  

 Come in like a thief and steal our hearts  

 like a baby, like a baby.  
   

Lighting the Advent Candle – Joy (Katherine Hawker, John 

Humphries – adapted) 
 

 One: As we continue our Advent journey, we light the  

  candle of joy. 
 

  Let us pray. Even in the midst of all of this, O God, grant  

  us the resilience to experience joy. To practice joy. We  

  pray joy. Joy for the young. Joy for the old. Joy for all  

  people. … Joy in happiness. Joy in sadness. Joy at all  

  times. … Joy in work. Joy in play. Joy in struggle. Joy in  

  the face of apathy. Joy in the face of despair. Joy in the  

  face of uncertainty. Amen. 
 

 ALL (sung): O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

  our spirits by thy justice here;  

  disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

  and death's dark shadows put to flight. 
 

  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 



Call to Worship (Steve Garnaas-Holmes – adapted)   

 One: In the shadows, light! 

 ALL: In our longing, hope! 

 One: Along the struggle for justice, a way! 

 ALL: To those who are broken, joy! 

 One: God, may the promise of your advent give us  

  courage. 

 ALL: May the dawn of your coming light our path. 

 One: With patience we wait and we trust. 

 ALL: With glad hearts we work and we pray. Alleluia!  

  Alleluia!  
 

Opening Song: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” (UMH #89,  

 tune: Ludwig van Beethoven / lyrics: Henry Van Dyke –  

 adapted) 
  

 Joyful, joyful, we adore (you), 

 God of glory, (source) of love;  

 hearts unfold like flowers before (you), 

 opening to the sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

 drive the storms of doubt away;  

 Giver of immortal gladness,  

 fill us with the light of day.  
 

 All (your) works with joy surround (you), 

 earth and heaven reflect (your) rays, 

 stars and angels sing around (you), 

 center of unbroken praise. 

 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

 flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

 chanting bird and flowing fountain 

 (teach us what our praise should be). 
 

 (You) are giving and forgiving, 

 ever blessing, ever blest, 

 wellspring of the joy of living, 

 ocean depth of happy rest! 

  



 (God Creator, Christ our brother,  

 all who love belong to you);  

 teach us how to love each other, 

 (by that love our joy renew). 
  

 Mortals, join the mighty chorus 

 which the morning stars began; 

 love divine is reigning o’er us,  

 binding all within its span.  
 Ever singing, march we onward, 

 victors in the midst of strife, 

 joyful music leads us sunward  

 in the triumph song of life. 
 

Passing the Peace  
 

 One: The peace of God be with you.  

 ALL: And also with you. 
 

GROUNDING  
 

Community Prayer (Joanna Harader) 

  

 Holy God of Joy, we rejoice in the reality of who you are.  

 We live within the joy of your love for us. Our contentment  

 comes and goes. Our happiness ebbs and flows. Our  

 feelings depend upon our circumstances, our physical  

 health, our brain chemistry. But our joy is deeply rooted  

 in our identity as your beloved children. And we give you  

 thanks. Amen. 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

Special Music: “Rebel Jesus” (Jackson Browne) 
 

 All the streets are filled with laughter and light 

 And the music of the season 

 And the merchants' windows are all bright 

 With the faces of the children 

 And the families hurrying to their homes 

 As the sky darkens and freezes 

  



 Will be gathering around their hearths and tables 

 Giving thanks for God's graces 

 And the birth of the rebel Jesus 
 

 And they call him by the Prince of Peace 

 And they call him by the Savior 

 And they pray to him upon the seas 

 And in every bold endeavor 

 And they fill his churches with their pride and gold 

 As their faith in him increases 

 But they've turned the nature that I worship in 

 From a temple to a robber's den 

 In the words of the rebel Jesus 
 

 We guard our world with locks and guns 

 And we guard our fine possessions 

 And once a year when Christmas comes 

 We give to our relations 

 And perhaps we give a little to the poor 

 If the generosity should seize us 

 But if anyone of us should interfere 

 In the business of why there are poor 

 They get the same as the rebel Jesus 
 

 But pardon me if I have seemed 

 To take the tone of judgment 

 For I've no wish to come between 

 This day and your enjoyment 

 In a life of hardship and of earthly toil 

 There's a need for anything that frees us 

 So I bid you pleasure and I bid you cheer 

 From a heathen and a pagan 

 On the side of the rebel Jesus 
 

Scripture Lesson: Psalm 146:5-10 (A Women’s Lectionary for  

 the Whole Church, Wilda C. Gafney) 
  

 

 Happy are these for whom the God of Rebekah’s line is  

 their help, whose hope is in the CREATOR OF ALL, their  



 God; 6 maker of heavens and earth, the seas, and all  

 that is in them, keeping faith forever; 7 bringer of justice  

 to the oppressed, bringer of bread to the hungry. The  

 COMPASSIONATE GOD sets the prisoners free. 8 The ALL- 

 SEEING GOD opens the eyes of the blind. The JUST GOD  

 lifts up those who are bowed down. The RIGHTEOUS GOD  

 loves the righteous. 9 The MOTHER OF ALL cares for the  

 stranger; orphan and widow she bears up, but the way of  

 the wicked she confounds. 10 The MAJESTIC ONE shall  

 reign forever; your God, O Zion, from generation to  

 generation. Hallelujah! 
 

Choral Alleluia (UMH #186, Jerry Sinclair) 
 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 

 alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10 
 

 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert  

 shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2 it shall blossom  

 abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory  

 of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel  

 and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the HOLY ONE, the  

 majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands and  

 make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a  

 fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.  

 God will come with vengeance, with terrible  

 recompense. God will come and save you." 5 Then the  

 eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the  

 deaf shall be opened; 6 then the lame shall leap like a  

 deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For  

 waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in  

 the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool and  

 the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals  

 shall become a swamp; the grass shall become reeds  

 and rushes. 8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be  

 called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but  

  



 it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools,  

 shall go astray. 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any  

 ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found  

 there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the  

 ransomed of the HOLY ONE shall return and come to Zion  

 with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;  

 they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and  

 sighing shall flee away. 
 

 One: The word of God for the people of God. 

 ALL: Thanks be to God!  
 

Choral Alleluia 
 

 Sing alleluia, sing alleluia, sing alleluia, alleluia. (repeat)  
 

Sermon: “Way Out of No Way”  
 

Song: “God, Make Us Agents of Joyful Rebellion” (tune: 

 Benjamin Brody / lyrics: David Bjorlin) 
 

 God, make us agents of joyful rebellion 

 called to resist sullen empires of fear. 

 Fueled not by hatred but love for all people, 

 we stand united, assured you are love.  
 

 Some will be Marys who sing down injustice. 

 Others like Moses will speak truth to power. 

 Few, like brave midwives, will shield life from evil. 

 All must be prophets awake for this hour. 
 

 Laughing in answer to snarling derision, 

 we dance to counter oppression and pain. 

 Feasting together despite our divisions, 

 we pledge ourselves to Christ’s upside-down reign. 
 

 God, make us agents of joyful rebellion 

 called to sing out till our faith is made sight. 

 Fueled by the stories of saintly subversives, 

 we stand united, your justice our light.  
 

 



SHARING 
 

Offering Our Gifts 
  

 allmeansall.org/time-talent / allmeansall.org/donate 
 

“Each of you must give as  

you have made up your mind,  

not regretfully or under compulsion,  

for God loves a cheerful giver.”  
- 2 Corinthians 9:7 

 

Prayers of the People  
  

 “Thanks be to God” / “God hears our prayer” 
 

Sung Response (tune: UMH #294, Hugh Wilson / lyrics: John  

 Pritchard)  
 

 O coming Christ, to you we pray,  

 to you hearts open wide. 

 Your justice bring, to wounds healing;  

 in joy let all abide. 
 

ENGAGING 

 

Closing Song: “May You Run and Not Be Weary” (tune &  

 refrain: UMH #525, Charles Albert Tindley / lyrics: TFWS #2281,  

 Paul Murakami & Handt Hanson) 
 

 May you run and not be weary.  

 May your heart be filled with song. 

 And may the love of God continue  

 to give you hope and keep you strong. 

 And may you run and not be weary.  

 May your life be filled with joy!  
 And may the road you travel always lead you home. 
 

 By and by, when the morning comes,  
 when the saints of God are gathered home, 

 we’ll tell the story how we’ve overcome, 

 for we’ll understand it better by and by. 
 

Benediction 
 



Singing Our Way Out: “Pool of Love” (Alexa Sunshine Rose,  

 Murray Kyle)  
 

 

 May the pool of love we have gathered here 

 Spread its wings and fly far and near 

 From the depths of our hearts to the farthest star 

 May our love bless everyone 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

Calvary United Methodist Church 
Celebrating 130 years at the intersection of  

48th & Baltimore / spirituality & justice 
 

801 S. 48th Street / Philadelphia, PA 19143 

215.724.1702 / office@allmeansall.org / allmeansall.org  

Pastor Tim Emmett-Rardin: pastortim@allmeansall.org  

(in case of pastoral emergency: 215.370.7411) 

 Norris Person (Music Minister): music@allmeansall.org 

Shakirah Holloway (Office Administrator / Treasurer) 
 

Beth Jemison, Bethany Weed, Cord Whitaker (Co-Lay Leaders)  

Geraldine (Gerry) Felix (Church Council Chair)  

Annie Haviland (Finance Committee Chair) 

Jennine Miller (Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair) 

Carl Ballinger (Trustees Chair) 
 

For full leadership roster: allmeansall.org/leadership 


