Calvary Church

A Reconciling Congregation

“... come, let us walk in the
light of the HOLY ONE of OLD!”
- Isaiah 2:5b

November 30, 2025
Ist Sunday of Advent



CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
Native American Heritage Month

GATHERING

Gathering Song: “| Believe in Being Ready” (trad.
Appalachian spiritual / adapted & performed by Anne Harris)

Welcome & Announcements
e Visiting with us?

o We're glad you're here! We strive to make our
worship space—in-person and virtual—as
welcoming and accommodating of different
needs as possible. If you have questions, concerns
or suggestions, please contact Pastor Tim.

e Advent/Christmas offerings and opportunities

o allmeansall.org/advent

e Congregational giving (rounded)

o Nov 17-23: $464 / weekly budget: $1,827

¢ “White Basket” offering

o United Methodist Committee on Relief:
umcmission.org / allmeansall.org/donate

e “Red Basket” special offering through Dec 21

o Reconciling Ministries Network: rmnetwork.org /

allmeansall.org/donate
¢ Previous sermons: allmeansall.org/sermons
¢ Previous bulletins: allmeansall.org/bulletins

Calendar
Today, Nov 30, 8-9 pm: Spiritual Reflection Group (virtual /
weeKkly, through Dec 21)
e allmeansall.org/spiritual-reflection-group
Monday, Dec 1, 6:30-7:30 pm: Yoga (weekly)
e Calvary (Chapel) — 48" St entrance
e allmeansall.org/yoga




Tuesday, Dec 2
e 3 pm: Midweek Prayer (virtual / weekly)
o allmeansall.org/midweek-prayer
o 1Ist, 3rd & 5th Tuesdays: 3 pm / 279 & 4th; 6 pm
¢ 3:30 pm: Trustees (monthly / 2nd Tuesdays — rescheduled)
Wednesday, Dec 3
¢ 10-11 am: Yoga (weekly)
o see Dec 1 for details
¢ 12 pm: New Sanctuary Movement ICE Vigils (weekly)
o Philadelphia ICE Office / 114 N 8th St
o contact Pastor Tim if interested in participating, or
to get involved with Calvary’s NSM Team
e 7-8ish pm: Spirituality on Tap (monthly — Ist Wednesdays)
o Dahlak / 4708 Baltimore Ave
o allmeansall.org/spirituality-on-tap

Saturday, Dec 6
e 1 pm: Meditation (weekly)
o Calvary (Board Room) — 48th St enfrance
o westphillyinsight.org
¢ 4-8 pm: Calvary Early Christmas Party
o Calvary (Chapel & Fellowship Hall) — 48th St
enfrance
o allmeansall.org/party
Sunday, Dec 7, 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship
(Communion / 29 Sunday of Advent)
Monday, Dec 8, 6 pm: Charge Conference
e Calvary (Board Room) — 48™ St enfrance
Sunday, Dec 7, 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship
(Communion / 2nd Sunday of Advent)
Sunday, Dec 14
e 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship (3@ Sunday of Advent)
¢ 12:45-2 pm: 2nd Sunday Potluck — Christmas Edition
(monthly)
o adllmeansall.org/2nd-sunday-potluck




Sunday, Dec 21
e 11 am-12:30 pm: Hybrid Worship (4t Sunday of Advent)
e 7 pm: Blue Christmas Service (hybrid)
o Calvary (Chapel) — 48t St entrance; use link
below for details o connect virtually
o allmeansall.org/blue

CENTERING & CONNECTING
Hanging the Greens / Decorating the Tree

Breathing Our Way In

Singing Our Way In: “Drawing Nearer” (Christopher Grundy)
Even in the midst of all of this,

trouble on the news, no peace within,

still there is a light in the distance,

drawing nearer, drawing nearer.

So, open up our eyes to see your light.

Open up our arms, they're clenched so tightly.
Come in like a thief and steal our hearts

like a baby, like a baby.

Lighting the Advent Candle - Hope (Joanna Harader, John
Humphries, Susan Wickham — adapted)

One: As we begin our Advent journey, we first light the
candle of hope.

Let us pray. Even in the midst of all of this, O God, grant
us the courage to hope. To pray hope. To live hope.
Active hope. Rugged hope. Hope for the hopeless.
Hope for the hopeful. Hope for all. ... Hope for healing.
Hope for meaning. Hope for peace. ... Hope for now.
Hope for the future. Hope forever. ... Hope for your
presence, hope for your peace, hope for your promise of
a world made new. Amen.

ALL (sung): O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thy justice here;



disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanvuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Call to Worship (Roddy Hamilton — adapted)
One: Darkness still grows,

ALL: but the light is gathering.

One: Bread has been broken,

ALL: but justice is slipping through.

One: Economists are today's oracles,

ALL: but the Word is ready to speak.

One: Blood has been spilled,

ALL: but the moment is turning.

One: The journey is lonely,

ALL: but the angels stir.

One: The handmaid labors,

ALL: but the child waits.

One: Enter info Advent with expectation; the headlines
are being rewritten.

ALL: Allelvia! Allelvia!

Opening Song: “Advent Begins in the Darkness of Night”
(tune: Benjamin Brody / lyrics: David Bjorlin)

Advent begins in the darkness of night,

waiting and watching for signs of a light,

walking in faith that a path will appear,

daring to follow in spite of our fear.

Advent begins with our dreams yet deferred.
Love sounds ridiculous; prayer seems absurd.
But in the midst of life’s centerless maze,

we lift together our protest of praise.

Advent begins in oppression’s domain,
marked by the cries of confusion and pain.
Yet hope is kindled where justice is done,
mercy is nurtured and peace is begun.



Advent goes on till the promised dawn breaks,
tyrants are toppled, and God'’s dream awakes.
Hope is perfected and faith is made sight.

Love is our center and Christ is our light.

Passing the Peace

One: The peace of God be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

GROUNDING

Community Prayer (Deborah Vaughn — adapted)

Silently and gently, falling and failing, changing

and resting, seeking you, O God, we watch, we wait

we dream, we pray: for the earth to renew, for our hearts
to soften, for your grace to cover us, for your justice to
pour out, for time and space to listen, for courage to act.

On the edge of Advent, we sit with you, we pause, we
hurt, we repent, we rage, we long. Come, Emmanuel,
come. Come among us. Come within us. Come. Amen.

Silent Prayer

Special Music: “Still” (Great Lake Swimmers)
I'm still tuning myself to the great key,

I"'m sfill, I'm still
I'm still mining for light in the dark wells,
I"'m sfill, I'm still

I'm still a frequency swaying, a leaf in the wind,
I"'m still, I'm still

I'm still searching for whispers in between yells,
I'm still, I'm still

I'm still swimming in harmony,

I’'m still dreaming of flight

I'm still lost in the waves, night after night
I'm still an arrow unshot, fixed in a bow,
I"'m sfill, I'm still



I'm still a fire unlit, ready to go,
I'm still, I'm still

I'm still loaded and waiting, with anficipation to fly
I'm still studying the patterns in the night sky

I'm still a note that's unplayed, ink on a page,
I"'m still, I'm still

I'm still a cry in the night, lonesome and high,
I"'m still, I'm still

I'm still tuned to an instrument
of greater and unknown design
I'm still looking for direction, some kind of sign

I'm still funing myself to the great key,
I"'m still, I'm still

Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5 (A Women's Lectionary for the
Whole Church, Wilda C. Gafney)

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz envisioned about
Judah and Jerusalem. 2 And it will be in coming days, the
mountain of God’s shall be the highest of the mountains,
and shall be elevated beyond the hills; all the nations
shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and

say, "Let us go and ascend the mountain of the HOLY
ONE of SINAI, to the home of the God of Jacob of the
line of Rebekah; that God may teach us God’s ways and
that we may walk in God'’s paths." For out of Zion shall go
forth instruction and the word of the HOLY ONE from
Jerusalem. 4 God shall judge between the nations and
shall decide for many peoples; they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither
shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob of the
line of Rebekah, come, let us walk in the light of the HOLY
ONE of OLD!



Choral Allelvia (UMH #186, Jerry Sinclair)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Scripture Lesson: Matthew 24:36-44

"But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Anointed, b ut only God. 37 For
as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the
Child of Humanity. 38 For as in the days before the flood
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them
all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Child of
Humanity.

40 “Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and
one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal
together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep
awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your
Savior is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of
the house had known in what part of the night the thief
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would
not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you
also must be ready, for the Child of Humanity coming at
an hour you do not expect.”

One: The word of God for the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God!

Choral Allelvia
Sing alleluiq, sing alleluia, sing alleluia, alleluia. (repeat)

Sermon: “Walking in the Light”

Song: “Siyahamba / We Are Marching” (TFWS #2235-b,
frad. South African — adapted)

Si—ya-hamb’ e — ku - kha - nyen’ kwen - khos’,
si—ya—-hamb' e —ku — kha - nyen’ kwen — khos. (repeat)



Si—ya-hamba, hamba, si— ya - hamba, hamba,
si—ya—-hamb’ e — ku — kha - nyen’ kwen — khos. (repeat)

We are marching in the light of God,

we are marching in the light of God. (repeat)

We are marching, marching, we are marching,
marching, we are marching in the light of God. (repeat)

We are walking in the light of God...
We are dancing in the light of God ...
We are praying in the light of God ...
We are living in the light of God ...

SHARING
Stewardship Sharing

Offering Our Gifts
allmeansall.org/time-talent / allmeansall.org/donate

“Each of you must give as O
you have made up your mind, -
not regretfully or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”
- 2 Corinthians 9:7
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Prayers of the People
“Thanks be to God" / "God hears our prayer”

Sung Response (tune: UMH #408, trad. English melody / lyrics:
John Pritchard)

O Open Arms, now hold our cares,

the aches we've named, the joys we've shared.

And hold us, too; into us breathe -

your grace, your life, let us receive.



ENGAGING

Closing Song: “Guide My Feet” (TFWS #2208, African
American spiritual)

Guide my feet while | run this race. (2x)

Guide my feet while | run this race,

for | don't want to run this race in vain!

Hold my hand ...
Stand by me ...
I'm your child ...

Benediction

Singing Our Way Out: “Pool of Love” (Alexa Sunshine Rose,
Murray Kyle)

May the pool of love we have gathered here

Spread its wings and fly far and near

From the depths of our hearts to the farthest star

May our love bless everyone

Calvary United Methodist Church

Celebrating 130 years at the intersection of
48th & Baltimore / spirituality & justice

801 S. 48th Street / Philadelphia, PA 19143
215.724.1702 / office@allmeansall.org / allmeansall.org
Pastor Tim Emmett-Rardin: pastortim@allmeansall.org
(in case of pastoral emergency: 215.370.7411)
Norris Person (Music Minister): music@allmeansall.org
Shakirah Holloway (Office Administrator / Treasurer)

Beth Jemison, Bethany Weed, Cord Whitaker (Co-Lay Leaders)
Geraldine (Gerry) Felix (Church Council Chair)
Annie Haviland (Finance Committee Chair)
Jennine Miller (Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair)
Carl Ballinger (Trustees Chair)
For full leadership roster: allmeansall.org/leadership




