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CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Singing Our Way In: Stand by Me UMH 512 [Cord Whitaker,
soloist]
1 When the storms of life are raging,
stand by me (stand by me);
when the storms of life are raging,
stand by me (stand by me).
When the world is tossing me
like a ship upon the sea,
thou who rulest wind and water,
Stand by me (stand by me).
2 In the midst of tribulation,
stand by me (stand by me);
in the midst of tribulation,
stand by me (stand by me).
When the host of hell assail,
and my strength begins to fail,
thou who never lost a battle,
stand by me (stand by me).
3 In the midst of faults and failures,
stand by me (stand by me);
in the midst of faults and failures,
stand by me (stand by me).
When I do the best I can,
and my friends misunderstand,
thou who knowest all about me,
stand by me (stand by me).

4 In the midst of persecution,
stand by me (stand by me);
in the midst of persecution,
stand by me (stand by me).
When my foes in battle array
undertake to stop my way,
thou who savèd Paul and Silas,
stand by me (stand by me).
5 When I’m growing old and feeble,
stand by me (stand by me);
when I’m growing old and feeble,
stand by me (stand by me).
When my life becomes a burden,
and I’m nearing chilly Jordan,
O thou Lily of the Valley,
stand by me (stand by me)
Invitation to Holy Presence
Call to Worship Psalm 71 from re:Worship [ALL = James Ker]
One: God alone is our refuge and hope,
All: our shelter and protection.
One: From our very first breath to our last,
All: God’s love and compassion never fails.
One: So come, lift your voices in praise to God.
All: Bear witness to God’s acts of mercy and love.
One: Proclaim God’s glory to all who will listen.
All: Let’s worship God together.
Opening Hymn: We’ll Understand it Better By and By UMH
525 [Nancy Connors, soloist]
1. We are tossed and driven
on the restless sea of time;
somber skies and howling tempests

oft succeed a bright sunshine;
in that land of perfect day,
when the mists have rolled away,
we will understand it better by and by.
Refrain:
By and by, when the morning comes,
when the saints of God are gathered home,
we'll tell the story how we've overcome,
for we'll understand it better by and by.
2. We are often destitute
of the things that life demands,
want of food and want of shelter,
thirsty hills and barren lands;
we are trusting in the Lord,
and according to God's word,
we will understand it better by and by. [Refrain]
3. Trials dark on every hand,
and we cannot understand
all the ways that God would lead us
to that blessed promised land;
but he guides us with his eye,
and we'll follow till we die
for we'll understand it better by and by. [Refrain]
4. Temptations, hidden snares
often take us unawares,
and our hearts are made to bleed
for a thoughtless word or deed;
and we wonder why the test
when we try to do our best,
but we'll understand it better by and by. [Refrain]
Passing the Peace
ONE: The peace of God be with you.
ALL: And also with you.

CENTERING
Community Prayer: By: Rev. John Pritchard [Reader: Nancy
Connors]]
All: We gather, O God, if only virtually,
to wait as one for your Spirit to stir,
for your power to heal, to renew, to reinvigorate.
We gather in a world with racism so deeply entrenched that
some cannot even see its reality and violence,
sparking explosive rage in others.
We gather in a world gripped by a pandemic that has taken
too many lives
and shattered countless more.
We gather in a world disrupted by human activity,
its temperatures, violent storms, rising seas already signs
of its altering climate,
a world dragging its feet in facing up to and making
changes.
We gather in a world where it is so easy to grow demoralized,
and we wait for you.
We wait with stories of you working newness,
of you breaking the firm grip of oppressive power,
of you bringing life—new life, good life, from the depths of
despair,
of you calling people into life and hope though they were as
good as dead.
We wait for you,
asking only that you breathe into us, today. Amen.
Silent Prayer
Special Music “Wade in the Water” [Calvary Choir; Cord
Whitaker and Darlene Johnson, soloists]
Scripture Reading

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans 15: 7-13
[Reader: Pastor Calvin]]
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one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that
Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf
of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,
“Therefore I will confess[a] you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name”;
10 and

again he says,

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
11 and

again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
12 and

again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
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the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.
Choral Alleluia
Sermon: Hymns of Hope: Rev. Dr. Charles Albert Tindley

Hymn of Response: Leave it There 522 [Darlene Johnson,
soloist]
1 If the world from you withhold
of its silver and its gold,
and you have to get along with meager fare,
just remember in his Word
how he feeds the little bird,
take your burden to the Lord and leave it there.
Refrain:
Leave it there, leave it there,
take your burden to the Lord and leave it there.
If you trust and never doubt, he will surely bring you out;
take your burden to the Lord and leave it there.
2 If your body suffers pain,
and your health you can’t regain,
and your soul is almost sinking in despair,
Jesus knows the pain you feel,
he can save and he can heal,
take your burden to the Lord and leave it there. [Refrain]
3 When your enemies assail,
and your heart begins to fail,
don’t forget that God in heaven answers prayer;
he will make a way for you,
and will lead you safely through,
take your burden to the Lord and leave it there. [Refrain]
4 When your youthful days are done,
and old age is stealing on,
and your body bends beneath the weight of care,
he will never leave you then,
he’ll go with you to the end,
take your burden to the Lord and leave it there. [Refrain]
SHARING

Prayers of the People / Joys and Concerns
“Thanks be to God” or “God, hear our prayer”
Prayer Response: All Things Come of Thee X3 UMH 588 []
All things come of thee, O God;
and of thine own have we given thee.
ENGAGING
Closing Hymn: Heaven’s Christmas Tree AAHH 205 [Pastor
Calvin, soloist]
1 I have heard of a tree, a great Christmas tree,
It was fixed in yon Bethlehem's stall.
The blessings of heaven for you and for me,
A Christmas present for all.
Refrain:
There is a package for me on that tree;
A precious token that someone loves me.
Oh yes, I can see on Calvary's Tree,
That there is a package for me.
2 There is one I behold in letters of gold,
It hangs on a limb near to me.
'Tis labeled "salvation," and Jesus, I'm told,
Has bought that package for me.
3 There is one just above, it's title is love,
It is marked by a deep crimson stain.
For there it was tied by the Lord when He died,
And glory to His dear name. [Refrain]
4 Another I see, it must be for me,
The words "I will help you I read.
While holding His hand, by faith I can stand,
And this is the package I need.

5 There are many, I'm sure, but just this one more
I speak of above all the rest.
It spells "happy home" with God near the throne,
A place where the weary shall rest. [Refrain X2]
Benediction and Blessing
Singing Our Way Out: “Let the Church Say Amen”
Let the church say, “Amen” (repeat)
God has spoken, let the church say, “Amen”
Go in Peace … Live in Peace
The service has ended. Our service to the community of West
Philadelphia and the world continues!
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September 13, 2020 – Announcements
__________________________________________________________
CALENDAR
Today: Church Council, after Worship
Tues Sept 15: Finance Committee Meeting
•6:00pm on Zoom
Sat, Oct 3: annual Charge Conference
•1pm via Zoom
• Please contact James Ker (jker@sas.upenn.edu) if you
wish to attend—all are welcome.
VISITING WITH US?
We’re glad you’re here, for whatever reason(s) you chose
to join us this morning! Since we aren’t able to greet you in
person during this coronavirus pandemic, please contact
Pastor Calvin (Pastorcalvin@allmeansall.org) if you have
any questions or prayer concerns.
INVITATIONS / OPPORTUNITIES
Calvary Email List
If you’re not on the Calvary email list and want to be, or
think you are but aren’t seeing emails from us, contact the
church office (office@allmeansall.org).
Other Email Lists?
You may like to receive email updates from other groups
with which Calvary is involved. If so, here’s more info:
- POWER: powerinterfaith.org
- New Sanctuary Movement: sanctuaryphiladelphia.org
- PA Interfaith Power & Light: info@paipl.org
- Reconciling United Methodists of Eastern PA:
pastor@historicstgeorges.org

- Methodist Federation for Social Action – Eastern PA:
milesj526@verizon.net
- Eastern PA Conference (UMC): epaumc.org

Want to Help with Worship?
For the time being, as long as we’re gathering virtually for
worship, if you would like to participate by leading the Call
to Worship or reading scripture, please contact Pastor
Calvin (pastorcalvin@allmeansall.org).
Volunteer with Nursery and Calvary Kids
We’re always looking for more volunteers to work with our
children during worship (and beyond)! All volunteers must
be involved in the congregation for at least six months, and
complete background clearances in compliance with all
state laws. If you’re interested, please contact Tim EmmettRardin (timstuer@gmail.com).
CONTACT INFO
Office - Kari Collins, Calvary Office/Building Administrator
office@allmeansall.org / 215.724.1702
Rev. Calvin Collins, Pastor:
pastorcalvin@allmeansall.org / 215.724.1702
(in case of a pastoral emergency: 443-521-3265)
Website: allmeansall.org

CALVARY PRAYER LIST
NOTE: If you would like to send a card or email/call and
need contact information, check the Calvary Directory or
contact the church office. To add, remove or update a
prayer request, please contact Pastor Calvin
(Pastorcalvin@allmeansall.org).

